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KJV – Revelation 21:1-8 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 45 

Introduction: 

     Chapter 21 begins with the events after the Great White Throne Judgment. All three 
enemies have been defeated, Sin, Satan and death. This chapter is eternity unveiled, the 
new heaven and the new earth because the first heaven and the first earth have passed 
away.  

II Peter 3:10-13 

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up.  

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness,  

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 

     Although many parts of the Revelation are very confusing, with the parenthetical and the 
overlapping of chapter. It is very evident that from chapters 19 and 20 and the rest of the 
Scripture on these events a listed in chronological order.  

1. Second Coming of Christ with His Bride (the Church). 
2. Landing on the Mount of Olives / Judgment of Israel. 
3. The Battle of Armageddon.  
4. Rescue of the remnant of Israel from Edom. 
5. Judgment of the Gentiles.  
6. Millennial Kingdom / binding of Satan for 1,000. 
7. Loosing of Satan / last Battle of Gog and Magog. 
8. Translation / Glorification of the Millennial Saints. 
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9. Heaven and earth utterly destroyed. 
10. The Great White Throne Judgment. 

     So what is next? This chapter begins to unfold for us a picture of eternity with the new 
heaven, the new earth and new Jerusalem. Dr. J. Vernon McGee stated in his commentary 
concerning Revelation 21; adopting a popular saying of the day, it can truly be said that this 
chapter is “out of this world” (McGee, 1991; Revelation Commentary, Vol. 60, Page 161). 

Revelation 21:1-8 

1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. 

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. 

4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away. 

5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 
Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

     Throughout the New Testament Scriptures the Church is exhorted to focus on heaven, 
our eternal dwelling. The Apostle Paul writes to the Church at Philippi and he told them, 
“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself” 
(Philippians 3:20-21). 
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     To the Church at Colossi, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:1-4). 

     The Apostle James told us that we were not to become entangled with the friendship of 
the world which is an enemy with God, but in other words to set our affections on the 
things of God. “Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God” (James 
4:4). 

     The Apostle John adds to this by writing: “Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:15-17). 

     That being said I want to break this lesson down using the same summary outline that 
Dr. John Phillips used in his “Exploring Revelation Commentary”. (Phillips, 2004; Exploring 
Revelation Commentary, Page 245). 

1. The New Creation – (Revelation 21:1). 
2. The New Capital – (Revelation 21:2). 
3. The New Community – (Revelation 21:3-4). 
4. The New Constitution – (Revelation 21:5-8). 

The New Creation – (Revelation 21:1) 

Revelation 21:1 

1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. 

     This is the new eternal creation. John opens this chapter with the end of time and the 
beginning of eternity for God’s people. All the lost of all the ages, both fallen men and fallen 
angels and yes even Satan, the beast and the false prophet have been cast into the Lake of 
Fire to be tormented forever and forever. The Great White Throne Judgment has ended and 
the entire original creation of Genesis 1 has been destroyed. Now God creates a new 
universe to be the eternal dwelling place of His redeemed the new heaven and the new 
earth.  

     This new heaven is in no way speaking of the third heaven where God dwells. In fact this 
area is presently being prepared for the Saints of God, so why would He destroy it? “Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  
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3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know” (John 
14:1-4). 

     This new heaven created after the passing away of the original creation is the entire 
universe that will be destroyed as told in 2 Peter chapter three. It will be forever replaced 
by an eternal, sinless, unfallen, and perfect new creation. This is not a new concept, but this 
was foretold in the Old Testament as well.  

Psalm 102:25-27 – Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the 
work of thy hands. 26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old 
like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed: 27 But thou 
art the same, and thy years shall have no end. 

Isaiah 65:17-18 – For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall 
not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I 
create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 

Isaiah 66:22-24 – For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain 
before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. 23 And it shall come to 
pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh 
come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the 
carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither 
shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh. 

The New Capital – (Revelation 21:2) 

Revelation 21:2 

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. 

     There are some commentators that view this as a symbolic of the church and not a literal 
city. But my friend the new heavens are literal, the new earth is literal, and this new 
Jerusalem is an actual literal city which will serve as the great heavenly capital of the new 
earth. “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no 
more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon 
him my new name” (Revelation 3:12). 

     This new capital city is a place of perfect holiness. I do believe that this is that place 
which the LORD spoke of in John 14. “I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also” (John 14:2-3). 
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The New Community – (Revelation 21:3-4) 

Revelation 21:3 

3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. 

     Where is the temple, where is the tabernacle? Ever since God called Israel out of Egypt 
into the wilderness, there has been a temple or a tabernacle, up through A.D. 70. It will be 
reinstated during the Tribulation period and even a new Temple will be built which Christ 
Himself will rule and reign from for 1,000 years in the Millennial Kingdom. Yet here in this 
eternal state God Himself is the tabernacle.  

     This word translated “tabernacle” is the word meaning “dwelling” or “abode.” In this 
complete eternal state God Himself in all His fulness, majesty and glory is the 
tabernacle/temple. “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple of it” (Revelation 21:22). 

Revelation 21:4 

4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away. 

     The terrible sight of the Great White Throne Judgment has no doubt left many with deep 
sorrow for the reality which they just saw with their former earthly loved ones. “And I saw 
a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according 
to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 
14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11-15). 

     All of lost humanity from all the ages will be cast into the Lake of Fire; this is the second 
death, total separation from God. Sin, Satan and death is defeated with this final blow of 
God’s final judgment, yet this sorrow must be removed before we eternal state begins for 
God’s Saints. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. 
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     The memory of those cast into the Lake of Fire will be no more, they have been blotted 
out of the Book of Remembrance, and the formed things are passed away. There will be no 
more sorrow, no pain, nor any death after these things are passed away. 

The New Constitution – (Revelation 21:5-8) 

Revelation 21:5 

5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 
Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

     The angel of the church of the Laodiceans said in Revelation 3:14 write; These things 
saith the Amen, (speaking of Christ), the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation of God; this is the Person of the LORD Jesus, He is the faithful and true witness and 
His words are true and faithful. This is the new constitution, His perfect order that governs 
this eternal state through His Sovereign will with the utter destruction of sin because it has 
served its purpose and Redemption has been completed and the final stage of Salvation has 
been fulfilled for His people.  

Revelation 21:6 

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

     This promise is from the true and faithful witness Christ, who is also the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the 
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty” 
(Revelation 1:5-8). 

     John MacArthur stated that: “heaven belongs to those who, knowing their souls are 
parched by sin, having earnestly sought the satisfaction of salvation and eternal life” 
(MacArthur; 2006, NASB Study Bible Notes, Page 1993). Many people live their entire lives 
and never realize their need for this living water therefore they die lost without Christ. 
When one acknowledges their true need for Christ they realize their need for His gracious 
gift of Salvation. They will receive from Him this water of life freely.  

     “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8).  
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     There has never been one that has ever been made to know they are athirst and that 
truly sought the LORD in repentance and saving failed to receive this water of life. But we 
must first be made to know of our need. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

Revelation 21:7 

7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

     This verse is so commonly taken out of context. People say things like “overcome and 
inherit.” This would put us back under the system of the Law, which the Law says “do this 
and ye shall live.” Yet grace says “because we live, we do.” It is through God’s grace we are 
justified by faith. It is faith and faith alone in Christ and Christ alone. It is because of this 
faith in Him that we are over-comers. 

     “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (I John 5:4-5). 

Revelation 21:8 

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

     The purpose of this verse is to emphasize that this is a wonderful place for God’s people 
and no unbeliever will ever be permitted entrance because they are burning forever in the 
eternal lake of fire. We get some glimpses in this verse as to why some did not believe on 
Jesus Christ:  

1) Some were too cowardly (fearful) to believe.  
2) Some just refused to believe (unbelieving) and were not trustworthy.  
3) Some were involved in abominable sins and wouldn’t believe.  
4) Some were murderers who would not believe.  
5) Some were immoral and would not believe.  
6) Some were involved in sorcery and witchcraft and would not believe.  
7) Some were idolatrous and would not believe.  
8) Some were liars and would not believe.  

     All are existing in the eternal lake of fire but not in the new heaven and new earth. When 
we use the term believers in the sense of over-comers. This is speaking more of just mere 
believing. Because a true believer is a disciple of Christ and they have fully submitted to the 
LORD-ship of Christ, therefore they have overcome.  
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James 2:17-20 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

2 Corinthians 13:5 - Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? Belief 
that leads to salvation means LORD-ship and LORD-ship means you not only believe but 
you are His Disciple.  

John 15:5 - I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

John 15:14 - Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

John 15:16 - Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain.  

     James told us, in simple terms “O vain man, that faith without works is dead”. Now I will 
say this, show me what you serve, show me what you put first in your life, and I’ll show you 
what you really and truly believe in. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

     “But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, 
and not in another” (Galatians 6:4). 


