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It takes the grace of God to build Eden. God needed to direct how it should be 
done, and God needed to provide the Holy Spirit so that it was, in fact, done right. We 
have seen in past sermons that the tabernacle was a man-made replica of the Garden 
of Eden, and was a picture of the person and work of Jesus Christ, not only in what He 
was and did, but also in how He works in us. If you will pardon the pun, we are going to 
build on that, and notice some other important aspects of the building of Eden 2.0, 
which, in turn, is a piece of heaven on earth. 

The first thing we need to notice is that God not only gave extremely detailed 
instructions on how this building was to be built, but He also gave direct inspiration to 
the builders. How are we to understand this? In the last part of chapter 35, Moses tells 
us that God filled Bezalel and Aholiab “with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and 
understanding, in knowledge and all manner of workmanship.” What is interesting 
about this is the word that keeps on repeating itself in that passage: “artistic.” Verse 32 
says that these two men were to design artistic works. Verse 33 mentions “artistic 
workmanship” again. Then in verse 35, the phrase is “artistic works.” This was not ugly, 
nor was it rushed or haphazard. It was beautiful, and it had proportion and complexity 
and order, because it was artistic. The art here was directly inspired by God, not in the 
sense that we often use the term, to mean something excellent, as when we say, “Oh 
that was inspired!” No, we actually mean that God the Holy Spirit indwelt Bezalel and 
Aholiab in much the same way as the Holy Spirit inspired the authors of Holy Scripture. 
The Holy Spirit carried them along in their work such that the tabernacle was every bit 
as infallible, inspired, and inerrant as the Scriptures are. I'm sure there has never been 
artwork quite like it since then. 

There is good reason to meditate here on the purpose of art. First of all, a word to 
those who would despise art: surely this passage serves as a rebuke to all those who 
would despise art. Art is a noble calling, because it is creation. There are few areas 
where we can imitate our Lord better than in art. Mind you, art must be done for the 
right reasons and for the right goals. If God calls someone to be an artist, that is a 
noble calling, and that person must make sure that every work of art is done to the 
glory of God, and not to the glory of the artist. Our God created beauty in the first 
place, and there is no reason to make something ugly because we are afraid of looking 
too Roman Catholic. We can learn something from the Roman Catholics on the subject 
of art, I think. They most often do it better than Protestants do. We wouldn't want to go 
the route of creating idols to worship or pictures of Jesus. However, walk into almost 
any cathedral, and you will be struck by how beautiful it is. It has proportion, order, and 
complexity, three things that many believe are necessary parts of beautiful art. 

Jesus Christ is creating a piece of art that will be the greatest of all: the bride of 
Christ. He is building it one stone at a time, and that's us. As Paul says, we are God's 
workmanship. Those being worked on by that same Holy Spirit are works of art. We 
are all works in progress, of course. However, the One who works on us is the greatest 



Artist of all. And the result will be breathtaking. 
One more word needs to be said about art. Many people who despise art believe 

that it is not very practical, not very useful. They don't want to be bothered with art and 
all that, because it doesn't help them live their lives. This is an extremely short-sighted 
view of art. Beauty is never useless. I am reminded of my brother's favorite quotation 
from the book Les Miserables:

Madame Magloire had once remarked, with a sort of gentle malice: 
"Monseigneur, you who turn everything to account, have, nevertheless, 
one useless plot in your garden. It would be better to grow salads there 
than bouquets." "Madame Magloire," retorted the Bishop, "you are 
mistaken. The beautiful is as useful as the useful." He added after a 
pause, "More so, perhaps." 

This quotation is so powerful because what is beautiful can transform our view of the 
world. If you have ever had the experience of seeing a work of art so beautiful, or read 
a book so captivating, or heard music so transcendent that your view of the world is 
forever changed, you will know what the bishop in Les Miserables is saying. The 
beautiful can give you just a glimpse of heaven itself, and that is not only transforming 
and world-changing, but it also ignites in us that desire for heaven and home that is so 
eminently practical. So, in fact, one could argue that in the grand scheme of things, art 
is actually more practical than what we normally consider to be practical and useful. 
Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God. And some of those words that come from the mouth of God are an exhortation to 
consider the beautiful and to create it. As Philippians 4 says, “whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and 
if there is anything praiseworthy―meditate on these things.” That word “meditate” is a 
good translation there, because it means “give sustained attention to it.” Think long and 
hard about those kinds of things. There is surely a biblical mandate for art and beauty, 
not in the creating of it, but also in the contemplating of it. Certainly, in the case of the 
tabernacle, its glory and beauty was meant to remind people of Eden, and what they 
had lost there, but yet also what God had promised to give them by sheer grace. As a 
result of this kind of thinking about art, we must never suppose that the calling to be an 
artist is either impractical or useless. Parents, if any of your children want to be artists, 
you should encourage them to be artists who create for the glory of God. As we have 
said, it is a noble calling. We should not discourage them from that kind of creation. It  
has a rich pedigree. 

There are some kinds of modern art that love to portray what is ugly. There is 
almost a fascination with the ugly in some quarters. Portraying the world as it is is not 
necessarily a bad thing. However, there is a difference between picturing the world as it 
is in order to change it versus picturing the world as it is in order to revel in the gutter. 
Another branch of art, which is what I prefer to think about, portrays the world as it 
ought to be, so that we can be inspired, and so that we can have hope. Art is a very 
powerful tool, when used for the right reasons, and for the right goal.   

The second thing to notice is how much grace transforms givers. In 36:2-7, we 



learn that the people, so overcome not only with God's grace shown them at the 
Exodus, but also by God's grace in not killing them all off after the incident of the 
golden calf, give more than what is needed for the construction of the tabernacle. This 
should not surprise us. Those who have been truly transformed by grace have hearts 
full of generosity. We have learned to accept the opposite, haven't we? Churches that 
barely scrape by, because of the economy. Folks, the economy has nothing to do with 
it. Grace has everything to do with it. Not only have we been brought of our Egypt of 
sin and death, but we have also been forgiven for our golden calf sins, if we repent and 
trust in the blood of Jesus Christ to save us. The inevitable result of that transformation 
is a generous heart. Wouldn't it be wonderful for the leadership of Lebanon to say to its 
members: “You're going to have to stop giving now, because we honestly don't know 
what to do with all the money that we have.” That almost seems funny to us, because it 
has never happened. But supposing it did? The fact that our reactions go the opposite 
way tells us a lot about how much or how little we value what God has done. 

Thirdly, we come to the building itself. Notice firstly that there are a total of 4 
layers for the covering that would be over the tabernacle. Notice that the most beautiful 
layer is on the inside, the one with the cherubim embroidered into the fabric. The layers 
on the outside are the ones designed to keep out the rain. One layer for beauty, the 
next layer for strength, and the outer two layers to seal the tabernacle from the 
weather. Surely the beautiful and the practical need not be mutually exclusive! 

The second thing about the building to notice is how much everything is 
supposed to be of one piece, or as close to it as the builders can get. All the fabric of 
each layer is sown together. For instance, the selvedge (which is the edge of a fabric 
that is sewn in a particular way to avoid unraveling) has loops which connect to the 
next piece of fabric. The curtains separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place 
are similarly almost sewn together. The wood for the structure is connected by means 
of mortise and tenon joints. For those of us who do not know what that expression 
means, it refers to one piece of board having a “tongue,” and the other piece having a 
hole (in our translation called “socket”) into which that “tongue” fits. It is a very common 
type of connection between boards, and it is used quite often even today in 
woodworking. They did not use nails to connect the boards together. Furthermore, 
there were connecting bars that went the whole length of the tabernacle. Those bars 
connected each board to all the others. So, whether it is curtains or the wood, it is 
designed to look as much as possible like something that was made out of one single 
thing. In that there is a lesson for us. As we have seen before, the tabernacle looks 
forward to the temple, which looks forward to Jesus Christ, Who, in turn, treats us as 
his body, and as the tabernacle of the Holy Spirit. As God builds His church, he is 
seeking to make us look like we are all made out of the same thing. We are one body, 
and in a very real way are made out of one thing. It is the Holy Spirit who unites us all 
together and turns us into one building made for the glory of God. What a glorious unity 
the new tabernacle of God is already, and how much more glorious will it be in the 
future!  


