
1:1  

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and formerly a terrorist against the saints as seen 

in Acts 26:1-20; an olive-skinned Syrian/Jew who killed saints and caused them to “blaspheme.” 

 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: These two things are the foundational 

assurances that these could have the “grace and peace” of verse 2. These are foundationally different 

than they were (2:1 versus 2:10).  
 

1:2  

Grace the very thing Paul needed (1 Corinthians 15:10), and it was therefore, available, no doubt, to 

those around his sphere of influence because he was the worse sinner he knew (2 Timothy 1:15). We 

should therefore never super-qualify those who need grace. 

 

to you something which is available through the well-chosen words of our fellow believers (4:29).  

 

and peace These words have importance in that they were included in the Holy Scripture, but they have 

a proper order in that nobody can have peace until they experience grace, and it would be refreshing to 

meet someone in churchianity every now and then that would be honest enough to say the reason I am a 

turbulent person is because I have never experienced grace. Paul of all people knew this, and that’s why 

He wrote that the major reason one has peace with others is because they have peace from God (2 

Corinthians 5:19-21). 

 There is no variation of his greeting other than in the pastoral epistles, and with the addition of 

“and mercy” to those greetings one is not exactly sure if it’s a development in Paul’s writing (they are 

the last three books written by Paul) or if it’s because pastors need the steady reminder to be merciful to 

their folks.  

 

This grace is primarily from God the Father as can be traced through verses 6 and 7 where the word is 

found again and where it certainly is traced to the Father. Jesus did not need to rescue us from the 

mean Father. No, Grace is the idea of the Father.  

Concerning chapter 2, this idea is taught in 2:4-7 and He provided Christ. The Father raised us 

up to experience “ages of grace.” 

Regarding chapter 3, 3:7-8 again show God in juxtaposition (or placed beside) Christ in that 

Christ is the means of grace to Paul. So then, basically, God loves Jesus enough to be “kind” “toward 

us.” 

Perhaps Ephesians 4:7 leaves the One giving grace up to discussion, but ¾ (chapters 1, 2, 3) of 

the time it is clearly the Father giving grace. 

 He gives grace that “blesses” (1:3), selects (1:4), raises (2:5), saves (2:8), and gifts (4:7-9). 

 

This peace is primarily brought through Jesus (2:14). So this salvation is plan is concocted Godhead-

wide through the Father Who planned it, the Son Who purchased it, and the Spirit Who procured it 

(1:13). Or, the Father Devised it; the Son died for it while the Spirit delivered it. Or, the Father thought 

it; the Son bought it; and the Spirit wrought it.  

 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. It seems the order here is important as well, for it is 

in this proper order that we drive the point of Ephesians 5 home which shows that there is no difference 

in quality between a husband and a wife (5:22-25) just as there is no difference in quality between the 



Father and the Lord Jesus, but merely a difference in role. Nobody has ever accused Jesus of being 2
nd

 

rate (or a “floor mat”).  

 They often act in tandem within Scripture (John 5:24; John 10:28-29). 
 

1:3-6 
a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
4 
just as 

b
He chose us in Him 

c
before the foundation of the 

world, that we should 
d
be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

5 e
having predestined taking 

some notes from 1:2 we could say “the ‘Father’ planned for the salvation of those He predestined; the 

Son purchased those who were predestined; and the Spirit procured those who were predestined.  

 

us to 
f
adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 

g
according to the good pleasure of His will, 

6 
to 

the praise of the glory of His grace, 
h
by which He 

1
made us accepted in 

i
the Beloved. 

 

1:7-12 
j
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 

k
the riches of 

His grace 
8 
which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 

2
prudence, 

9 l
having made 

known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
m

which He purposed in 

                                                             
a 2 Cor. 1:3 

b Rom. 8:28 

c 1 Pet. 1:2 

d Luke 1:75 

e Acts 13:48; [Rom. 8:29] 

f John 1:12 

g [1 Cor. 1:21] 

h [Rom. 3:24] 

1 Lit. bestowed grace (favor) upon us 

i Matt. 3:17 
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2 understanding 

l [Rom. 16:25] 

m [2 Tim. 1:9] 



Himself, 
10 

that in the dispensation of 
n
the fullness of the times 

o
He might gather together in one 

p
all things in Christ, 

3
both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 

11 q
In Him also 

we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to 
r
the purpose of Him who works 

all things according to the counsel of His will, 
12 s

that we 
t
who first trusted in Christ should be to 

the praise of His glory. 
13 

In Him you also trusted, after you heard 
u
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also, having believed, 
v
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

14 w
who 

4
is the 

5
guarantee of our inheritance 

x
until the redemption of 

y
the purchased possession, 

z
to the praise of 

His glory. 
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4 NU which 

5 down payment, earnest 
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