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The Foolishness of God 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

B.I.  A crucified Savior is an outrageous absurdity to the world, but to those we are 
called, He is the very wisdom and power of God. 

     We live today in a cultural climate that we were all told was coming but none of us 
could believe. Who could have believed even ten years ago that the highest court in the 
land would use their God-given authority to mock God by redefining marriage and 
making homosexual marriage the law of the land? Who could have imagined just two or 
three years ago that the most heated political issue in our city would be whether or not 
certain males should have the right to enter a women’s restroom? Who could have 
dreamed that in the United States of America nearly every God-given principle of truth 
and morality would be would be thrown into the ash heap with such dogged 
determination? And yet, here we are. And it certainly appears that things are going to get 
worse before they get better.  

     So how do we proclaim the excellencies of Christ in a world whose hostility toward 
God’s word is only increasing? What do we do in this climate to help others come to true 
saving faith in Jesus Christ?  

     Well, I think a good place to begin is to look at the life of the Apostle Paul. In his 
culture there han NEVER BEEN any positive Christian influence in the culture. The 
places He traveled and planted church had never even heard of Christ. And those who 
knew something about Jesus’ followers tended to MOCK them by calling them 
“Christians,” little christ’s. It was a term of derision. But even in that kind of cultural and 
legal climate Paul never felt compelled to change the message, or tweak it to make it less 
offensive and more acceptable. No matter what city, what culture, or what political 
climate Paul entered in his ambition to plant churches, his message was unwaveringly the 
same: “that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, and 
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” For this message he was 
ridiculed by the world, rejected by Greeks, and persecuted by the Jews. But this was the 
only message God had given Him, and it still is the only message by which sinful men 
can be saved. 

Read 1 Cor. 1:18-25 

1. It will repay us to review the context of this passage. Verse 10 reminds us that Paul’s 
concern was that divisions had arisen in the church of Corinth in the three years since he 
has last been there (Read 10-11). 

2. What was the problem? They believers in Corinth were beginning to lose sight of the 
main thing; Namely, the exaltation of Christ through the preaching of the Gospel. Instead, 



they were all dividing up under their favorite spiritual leaders. And one of the key 
questions was, “Who were you baptized by?” I suspect that’s why Paul had to go out of 
his ways to say, (Read 14-16).  

3. So, Paul, if you primary assignment was not to baptize than what was it? (Read 17) 

4. The key phrase here is “Not in words of wisdom (NAS, “cleverness of speech”). In the 
Gk, “ουκ εν σοφια| λοgou” (Not in words of wisdom). That is, not in the acceptable 
philosophical jargon of the day. I don’t preach anything that will wow the intellectual 
elite.  

A. Christ did not send me to preach a clever message. There is nothing clever about a 
crucified Messiah! There’s nothing intellectually appealing about a condemned 
man being the Savior of the world!  

B. I did not come to Corinth to make a name for myself, or to persuade the masses to 
follow me. In fact, to be perfectly honest, I don’t even recall the names of the 
people who say they are my loyal followers? 

C. My one ambition is this; that whether by life or by death I would be a vessel 
through whom God would make the cross of Christ bear much fruit. I am only a 
“mail man” delivering someone else’s message. Furthermore, I am under no 
illusion that the message I am delivering will ever appeal to the world. And here is 
why: 

I. The Word of the Cross Divides: 
1. Read v. 18 

2. The word of the cross has never received universal acceptance. The cultural magnets 
never talk about the wonder and majesty of a crucified Messiah. Its foolishness to them 
and to everyone who follows their example. In fact the GK word here for “foolishness” is 
(µωρία) from which we get our English word Moronic. As far as they are concerned, 
people who hang all their hope for life now and life to come are morons. Their message is 
nonsense.  

3. You see, the “word of the cross” is divisive. And it always has been. As far as Paul is 
concerned there are only two kinds of people in the world: Those who are “perishing” 
and those who are “being saved.” Those who are on the slippery slope to eternal 
destruction believe that a message of a criminal Savior and a suffering Messiah is 
foolishness. They think that any one who thinks its better to follow the moral standard of 
such a bigoted leader should be ignored, disenfranchised, and if necessary – jailed. But 
consider the perspective of the second group.  

5. It would be natural to expect that since the first group finds the gospel “foolishness”, 
the second group would believe it to be “wisdom.” After all, foolishness and wisdom are 



the dominant words of this passage. But that’s not what Paul says. Look at the end of v.
18; “But to those who are being saved, it is the  

(dunamis) power of God.” 

A. Now why did Paul say “power” rather than “wisdom”? 

B. Here’s why: People who are truly born again don’t think of Jesus as philosopher, 
nor have they received His message because of its intellectual appeal.  

C. The reason people are willing to stake their very existence upon the “word of the 
cross” is because of the powerful impact it has had upon their lives!  

1) Paul was not the same person he was before meeting Jesus on the 
Damascus road. That meeting rocked his world forever! 

2) The blind man in Luke 18, didn’t become a follower of Christ because of 
the intellectual appeal of His teaching. His encounter with Jesus changed 
everything! 

3) Nicodemus, the rich Pharisee did not give up his position on the Sanhedrin 
simply because he was impressed with Jesus’ teaching. The explosive 
message of Christ destroyed everything he previous though about Himself 
in relation to God before that encounter. What had once been 
“fooloshness” was now the “power of God.” 

4) And I know for a fact that those of you who truly know Christ embrace 
His message not just because it makes sense to you, but because of the 
powerful effect it has had upon your life!  

5) Such a person cannot be argued out of his faith in Christ any more than a 
person who has had a heart transplant can be convinced that he didn’t. The 
evidence is irrefutable. Once I was hateful, but now I love. Once I was 
angry, but now I’m a peacemaker. Once I was lost, but now I’m found. 
Once I was blind, but now I see.  

6. This is why there is such a gulf between believers and unbelievers. It’s NOT just a 
difference in world view. It is difference between those whose Godless experience of life 
convinces them that life is meaningless and short, compared to those whose Christ-
besotted life proves to them every day that life is purposeful and eternal. 

7. Let me just a take a moment to speak to you who may be  struggling with the whole 
idea of Christianity. Perhaps you want to believe, but you are just not fully convinced. Let 
me suggest to you that you begin praying that God will do for you what Paul is 
describing. In other words, when you go home today, begin praying that if God exists, He 
would make the “word of the Cross” as powerful in your life as Paul has described it here 
in this text.  



8. I have no idea how He will do that in your life, but I believe He will if you ask. And 
the reason I believe that is because I know God! He is not out to hide Himself from you. 
You don’t have to untie any Gordian knot or solve any philosophical riddle to discover 
the mysteries of God. He Himself has said, (Jer. 29:13-14) “You will seek Me and find Me 
when you search for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declare the Lord.” 
God is not difficult to find. All you have to do is look for Him. All you have to do is ask 
Him to reveal Himself. Then you will find Him and discover that you have been found by 
Him. 

9. The whole world, the entire river of humanity is divided by an old wooden cross. You 
will either hear it and conclude that it is moronic; or you will hear it and fall on your face 
in joyful worship of the One who gave His life so you will be saved. Either way, “the 
word of the cross” will have made its division. 

10. The gospel will never appeal to the culture because the word of the cross divides. 
Second,  

II. The Word of The Cross Destroys:  
1. Read v. 19-21 

2. The “word of the cross” not only divides, it destroys. It destroys the so-called wisdom 
of the world. In the end it will unmask the reality that all the godless advise the word ever 
gave about how to live and how to think about what happens after death was all lies. Its 
self-professed “wisdom” will prove to be ultimate “foolishness.” 

3. By way of illustration, Paul points back to the prophet Isaiah (Isa. 29). When Isaiah 
made this prophesy, Sennacerib, the king of Assyria, was planning to conquer Judah. The 
Lord told His prophet not to worry or fear, because the king’s plan would fail. But it 
would not fail because of the strength of Judah’s army or because of the strategy of King 
Hezekiah and his advisors. “The wisdom of their wise men [would] perish, and the 
discernment of their discerning men [would] be canceled” (29:14). Judah would be saved 
by God’s power, without human help. In fact, He destroyed 185,000 men of the Assyrian 
army with just one angel. (You can read this story in 2 Kings 18-19) 

4. The point is, just God destroyed the wisdom of the king of Assyria who mocked God’s 
people for believing He would protect them, so in the last day God will destroy the so-
called wisdom of the world and it will be exposed for the foolishness that it is.  

5. All of this leaves Paul to ask a series of rhetorical questions (read v. 20).  

6. Some have tried to specifically identify wise men, scribes, and debaters, but I think 
Paul is just speaking of all the intellectual elite who consider the gospel of the cross 
foolishness. Wise men can craft their godless philosophies; scribes can write their Da 
Vinci Codes and turn them into block-buster movies; and debaters can cross the country 
on the university circuit in an attempt to debunk Christianity. But in the end it will all be 



exposed for what it is: Abject foolishness. As Psalm 14:1 reads, “The fool has said in his 
heart, “There is no God.” 

7. The power of the gospel exposes the foolishness of the world every day. Every time a 
sinner comes to Christ and discovers the power to conquer sin in His life, the world’s 
wisdom is proven foolish. 

8. And the really amazing thing is that this was all God’s plan from before the creation of 
the world. Look at v 21 (Read v. 21) 

9. The reason the world cannot come to know God through its phony, man-made wisdom 
is because God, in His unfathomable wisdom, ordained that He could not be discovered 
by any means other than by faith in the “word of the cross.” As the Apostle Peter 
explained "there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that 
has been given among men by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12)   

10. The only way a man or woman can come to know God is to believe the message of 
the cross proclaimed by ordinary people like you and me. The teachings of Plato and 
Aristotle will never bring anyone to God. The doctrines of Joseph Smith and Hare 
Krishna will never bring anyone to God. The insights of the Dali Lama, Dr. Phil, the 
socialist Left or the conservative Right will never bring you to God. Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father by Me” (Jn. 14:16). 

11. The Jews of Jesus’ day continually appealed for a sign to prove His identity, but He 
would never give it. The Greeks wanted Paul to tickle their ears with some new razzle-
dazzle philosophy, but he never touched it. All he would ever do is preach “Christ 
crucified.” He preached a crucified Messiah. He preached that a man who was 
condemned to death as a criminal was really the Savior of the world.  

12. To the Jews (v. 22) this was “stumbling block.” The word here is (skandalon) from 
which we get out English word “scandal” or “ 

scandalous.” Originally it referred to the stick which an animal stumbled over causing a 
trap to shut. The gospel always tripped up the Jews of Jesus’ day, entrapping them in their 
own persistent, willful unbelief.  

13. To the Gentiles, the message is moronic; an insult to their vast intelligence. This is 
how it has always been, and this is how it will always be until Christ returns. But in that 
day, the truth will come to light. That which was seen as foolish will be proven to be the 
wisdom of God. But it will be too late for those who rejected it. They will be “cast into 
outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 8:12). 

14. You see the word of the cross divides. And the word of the cross destroys. We should 
not be surprised when we see this happen. It should not be shock to discover that people 
do not want to hear it. It has always been this way. But every time a man or woman trusts 
in Christ, the spell is broken, like waking up from a dream, and they demonstrate that the 
foolishness of the cross is wisdom indeed. 



15. Finally, while it is true that the word of the cross divides and destroys, it is also true 
that… 

III. The Word of the Cross Delivers: 
1. Read v. 24  

2. You see, in the cross, some Jews find the mightiest miracle and some Greeks find the 
deepest wisdom, because there they discover the very Son of God, their Savior and Lord. 

3. This is because (v. 25, Read). In the world’s eyes, a crucified Messiah is nothing short 
of absurd, and a criminal Savior is scandalous. In reality, however, it is the ultimate 
manifestation of God’s wisdom and God’s power.  

4. This is what Paul said to the church in Galatia (Gal. 6:14)  “But may it never be that I 
would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world” 

Conclusion:  

1. Message to Believers:   

A. As you minister to the last, don’t think that simply presenting Jesus as a loving, 
all-accepting, never judging teacher is going to bring anyone to true salvation. 
Sooner or later you need to present to them the “Word of the cross.” Some will 
hate you for it. Some may mock you. You may face discipline at work or even be 
fired. But you will be in good company, because this is how they treated the 
disciples and even Jesus Himself. If you are going to be  a faithful follower of 
Christ, you must deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Him. 

B. Your unity with other believers should be grounded in the cross of Christ; not 
parenting style, whether or not you home school, or the identity of your favorite 
preachers, Bible versions, or style of worship music. What unifies us is “The word 
of the cross.” We love one another because we have mutually been reconciled to 
God by Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. 

C. Don’t be so easily discouraged when people think you’re nuts for proclaiming the 
excellencies of Christ. 

3. Message to Unbelievers: 

A. Some of you are indeed scandalized by the “word of the cross.” You have always 
wondered why God requires blood to forgive you. If he wants to forgive, why not 
just forgive? “Why did Jesus have to die? Why didn’t God just forgive?” The 
answer is, when someone has really wronged you, you can’t just forgive either. 
You can either pay back (revenge) or you can forgive, but forgiveness is painful. 

B. Tim Keller said: “When someone wrongs you there is only two things you can do. 



You can pay them back, but then evil wins because the cycle of vengeance goes 
on. Or you can forgive them, in which case you’re suffering. And on the cross all 
you see is a cosmic example of what happens in your heart. God had to suffer in 
order to forgive us. And on the cross He’s not demanding our blood, He’s giving 
us His own! And anyone who has really forgiven understands that.  

C. 4. What is the “word of the cross”? 

Because God is holy, there is a righteousness we desperately need, don’t 
have and can’t earn. Left in our sin we would all suffer the just judgment of 
God in everlasting death. But God, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses and sins, sent His 
one and only Son to fulfill all righteousness in his 33 years of live, and bear 
our sins in His body on the cross. Now all of you guilt, all of your sin and 
shame are washed away forever by grace through faith. And Jesus proved 
He accomplished this for you when He rose again from the dead. This is 
the word of the cross. This is the gospel she share. It is the gospel that saves 
us; the gospel that binds us together, and the gospel that we proclaim to all 
who will hear for it is the power of God unto salvation to all you believe. 

Do you believe? 

B.I.  A crucified Savior who does not approve of the New Morality of our age is an 
outrageous absurdity to the world, but to those we are called, He is the very wisdom and 
power of God. 


