
John (50)                          Hymns 476, In Christ Alone, 679 
 

Last week I reminded you that John records 7 sign miracles as well as 7 I AM statements, which point to His 

identity as God's Son, and His work as Messiah—these are recorded that sinners might be saved and saints be 

strengthened, Jn.20:31—"these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and 

that believing you may have life in His name..."  
 

In coming to John 8:12, we come to the second I AM statement, the first was found back in 6:35—"I AM the 

bread of life"—thus in chapter 6 our Savior was likened to the bread of life, in chapter 7 as water that eternally 

satisfies, and now in chapter 8 as the Light of the world...  
 

I.   A Needed Light 

II.  A Provided Light  

III. A Followed Light  
 

I.   A Needed Light 
 

1. Here I am referring to the reminder that the world is in darkness—this is implied in the phrase—"He who 

follows Me shall not walk in darkness..." 

2. The implication being, the one who fails to follow Christ, does walk or live in darkness, it's their native 

condition... 

3. Jn.12:46—"I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not remain in 

darkness..." 

4. J.C. Ryle—"We should note the great assumed truth which lies underneath the whole verse. That truth is 

the fall of  man. The world is in a state of  moral and spiritual darkness. Naturally men know nothing 

rightly of themselves, God, holiness, or heaven. They need light..." 

5. My dear friends, if Scripture teaches us anything, it teaches us that this evil and wicked world is in 

darkness... 

6. Thus—the question becomes—what does our Savior mean by darkness—"He who follows Me shall not 

walk in darkness..." 

7. [1] Spiritual ignorance—that is—to be in darkness is to be ignorant of spiritual truth—to be spiritually 

blind... 

8. Ps.82:5—"They do not know, nor do they understand; they walk about in darkness; all the foundations of 

the earth are unstable (Jn.12:35)..." 

9. This is a description of the wicked—they are described as mistreating God's poor, afflicted, and needy 

people... 

10. Those in darkness, are ignorant of who God is, who Christ is, who they are in Adam, and the truth of 

eternity... 

11. [2] Moral wickedness—Scripture often uses darkness to describe moral evil or wickedness, in contrast to 

light (or moral purity)... 

12. Eph.5:11—"have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" Rom.13:12—"let us cast off the 

works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light..." 

13. Prov.2:12-15—"To deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things, from those 

who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness; who rejoice in doing evil, and delight 

in the perversity of the wicked; whose ways are crooked, and who are devious in their paths (Jn.3:19-

20)..." 

14. [3] Misery and judgment—this is the natural result of the other two—ignorance and wickedness leads to 

misery and gloom... 

15. Now—this doesn't necessary mean those in darkness are aware of this misery and judgment—they may 

deny it... 

16. But this doesn't change the facts any, man by nature is a slave to sin and Satan, and under the just wrath of 

God... 

17. It's for this reason that hell itself is likened to "outer darkness"—a place of eternal misery, gloom, and 

judgment...  

18. Matt.25:30—"Cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth..." 
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19. For example, think of a prisoner  incarcerated for over 50 years, who spent those years in a small dark 

cell... 

20. There is a sense in which, this man would grow accustomed to the darkness and eventually forget what 

freedom was... 

21. Well—this is like native man—he has been in darkness so long, that he doesn't even notice the misery and 

gloom... 

22. Oh, there's reminders of it, for sure, at times, when he's all alone, he knows things are not right with his 

soul...  

23. But for the most part, native man fills his days with the temporal joys of this world, in order to quiet his 

conscience... 

24. But—what God does in mercy, He begins to make man sensible of His misery and causes him to cry for 

help... 

25. Ps.107:10-14—"Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, bound in affliction and irons—

because they rebelled against the words of God, and despised the counsel of the Most High, therefore He 

brought down their heart with labor; they fell down, and there was none to help. Then they cried out to the 

LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distress. He brought them out of darkness and the 

shadow of death, and broke their chains in pieces (Joel 2:2; Zeph.1:15)..." 

26. This Psalm describes several accounts where men have been sensible of their danger and cried to God for 

help... 

27. Verses 10-16 describe prisoners, those in dark cells because of their sins, crying out to God for 

deliverance... 

28. The reference may be to Israel, in Egyptian bondage, and God making her know her misery and crying to 

Him for help... 

29. But either way—the passage ultimately describes a soul in spiritual darkness, in misery and affliction, 

crying to God for deliverance... 
 

II.  A Provided Light  
 

1. It's not until we fully grasp the present condition of this world, will we then appreciate the statement—"I 

AM the light of the world..." 

2. Now—before I come to consider this statement more fully, let me first suggest three introductory things 

about it... 

3. [a] It's a divine title—that is—He's reaching back into the OT and applying to Himself a title every Jew 

would have known... 

4. If you remember, when God revealed Himself to Moses at the burning bush, He did so as the great I AM 

WHO I AM... 

5. Ex.3:13-14—"Then Moses said to God, Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them,  

The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they say to me, What is His name? what shall I say to 

them? And God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. And He said, Thus you shall say to the children of 

Israel, I AM Has sent me to you..." 

6. In other words—our Savior is claiming to be the very God who revealed Himself to Moses in the burning 

bush... 

7. Jn.8::24—"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am, you 

will die in your sins..." 

8. Thus—whatever is meant by the phrase "the light of the world" it must be applied to Him as the God-

Man... 

9. [b] It's in fulfilment of OT typology—here I need to remind you of what we've seen in the previous 

chapters... 

10. If you recall, back in chapter 6 our Savior described Himself as "the bread of life" and then, in chapter 7 as 

the fount of living water... 

11. Both of these were in fulfillment to OT types—the bread fulfilled the manna given to Israel in the 

wilderness... 

12. The water fulfilled the provision of water from the Rock, throughout their wilderness journey into 

Canaan... 
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13. Well, though it may not seem as obvious, the imagery of light also fulfills an OT type, the pillar of cloud 

and fire... 

14. If you remember, God provided a massive pillar that guided the people through the wilderness, at night it 

provided light for their path... 

15. The OC people of God followed the light given to them in the pillar, which kept them from walking in 

darkness... 

16. This is obviously the imagery our Savior is referring to when He says—"He who follows Me shall not 

walk in darkness..." 

17. Ex.13:21-22—"And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night 

in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. He did not take away the pillar of cloud 

by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people..." 

18. Now—some of you will know, that when Israel entered the land, the pillar of cloud/fire rested upon the 

Temple... 

19. For the cloud typified Christ, and the cloud filling the temple illustrated, that it was in Christ that God met 

man... 

20. Eventually the glory (cloud) left the temple because of their sin, and it never returned until the Light came 

into the world... 

21. Thus—our Savior Himself refers to His human nature as the Temple, in which dwells eternal and infinite 

Light... 

22. In other words—in the person of Christ, we have fulfilled what was merely typified, in the OC pillar and 

temple...  

23. Alexander Maclaren—"When Jesus says, I am the Light of the world, He would declare Himself as being 

in reality, and to every soul of man to the end of time, what that cloud with its heart of fire was outwardly 

to one generation of desert wanderers..." 

24. [c] It's in fulfilment of OT prophecy—throughout the OT, the Messiah is described as a light for the 

nations... 

25. Isa.42:6—"I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, and will hold Your hand; I will keep You and 

give You as a covenant to the people, as  alight to the Gentiles..." 

26. Isa.49:6—"Indeed He says, It is to small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of 

Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You 

should be My salvation to the ends of the earth..." 

27. Thus—we here understand what our Savior means by "world"—He's the light of the world in contrast to a 

light merely for Israel... 

28. This then brings us to the question—In what way is Christ the light of the world—personally, universally, 

savingly... 

29. [1] Personally—by this I mean, Christ personally came into this dark world, as the light or salvation of 

sinners... 

30. God the Father sent His Son into the world as Light—God Himself, in Christ, breaks into the darkness of 

this world... 

31. Oh my friends, surely this is an amazing truth—God Himself entered, as a Man, into this dark and evil 

world... 

32. My brethren, I don't think we can ever fully grasp this truth—the Light has dawned upon this dark, debase 

world... 

33. Thus—throughout John's gospel we read about Christ coming into this world as the Light come down 

from heaven... 

34. Jn.1:4-5—"In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not comprehend it..." 

35. Jn.1:9—"That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world (that was the true 

Light which, coming into the world, gives light to every man)..." 

36. Jn.9:5—"As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world"—Christ, God's Son, the Light, in the 

world... 

37. Jn.12:35-36—"A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness 

overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light, 

believe in the light, that you may become sons of light..." 
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38. [2] Presently—by this I mean, Christ in the gospel, is the formal or official light, given to the whole 

world...    

39. Thus—Christ is the light of the world, as His people take the message about Christ, throughout the whole 

world... 

40. Although Christ is no longer in the world (bodily), He remains the world's light, in and through His 

gospel... 

41. Think of the two created lights—the greater and lesser—the sun possesses light native to itself, the moon 

merely borrows or reflects light from the sun... 

42. The same is true with regards to us—we have no light native to ourselves, all that we have is derived from 

Christ... 

43. Thus, there are two ways Christians reflect the light of Christ—[a] by their living, and [b] by their 

preaching...  

44. That is—we not only tell others about the Light, but we personally reflect that light in the way we live and 

behave... 

45. Matt.5:14—"You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden"—as Christ is the 

light of the world so is His church... 

46. The reason being—she tells the world about Him—she proclaims to all the nations, that Christ is the true 

light... 

47. Jn.1:6-8—"There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear 

witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was to bear witness of 

that Light..." 

48. Isa.60:1-3—"Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the LORD will arise over you, 

and His glory will be seen upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 

your rising..." 

49. Phil.2:14-16—"Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and 

harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 

you shine as lights in the world, holding fast (forth) the word of life..." 

50. [3] Powerfully—by this I mean, Christ powerfully shines light into dark souls and brings from death to 

life...  

51. In other words, the fact that Christ is the formal light of the world, does not mean everyone in the world 

will be enlightened... 

52. In fact this verse expressly denies this—"I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 

darkness, but have the light of life..." 

53. Now—notice this phrase "the light of life"—that is—the light that He gives us, brings with it, spiritual 

life... 

54. Scripture elsewhere couples together darkness and death—that is, a death that is the result of spiritual 

darkness... 

55. Matt.4:16—"The  people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region 

and shadow of death Light has dawned..." 

56. Thus—when this light dawns upon a soul, it brings with it life—it no only enlightens but enlivens the 

soul... 

57. Christ, by His Spirit, shines light into our souls, kindling a flame of spiritual life within our dark and dead 

souls... 

58. Ps.18:28—"For You will light my lamp; the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness" Eph.5:8—"For 

you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord..." 

59. 2Cor.4:3-6—"But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god 

of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God, should shine on them. For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 

ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 

darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ..." 
 

III. A Followed Light  
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1. V12—"I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of 

life..." 

2. Here I want to remind you of the rich OT imagery behind this verse—the pillar of fire that led the OC 

people through the wilderness... 

3. You know brethren, I really believe few Christians take the time to truly study the Bible thoroughly for 

themselves... 

4. But remember—our Savior told us in John 5, that Moses spoke of Him, that He was shadowed in the OT 

Scriptures...  

5. That is—everything within the OT Scriptures, in some way or degree, pointed to the person and work of 

Christ... 

6. In fact, there is a sense in which the OT nation of Israel, shadowed the experiences of God's NC Israel 9the 

church)... 

7. Just as the nation was delivered from Egyptian bondage by blood of the Passover Lamb, so we've been 

liberated by the blood of Christ... 

8. But—God never liberates His people only to leave them to themselves, He liberates and then leads them 

home... 

9. In the OC, God lead His people through the wilderness, by proving bread from heaven, water from the 

rock, and light (fire) from the cloud... 

10. Now—this is also true with regards to God's NC people—having liberated them, He provides for them 

through their wilderness journey... 

11. Thus—in chapter 6, Christ describes Himself as the Brad of life (heavenly manna), and in chapter 7, as the 

water from the Rock... 

12. And now, in chapter 8, our Savior describes Himself as the light, that leads His people through the dark 

world... 

13. Thus—there is a sense in which Christ, goes before His people, leading them through this dark and cold 

world...  

14. Now—I want to suggest that the cloud of fire in the OT, largely provided two things—guidance and 

warmth... 

15. [1] Guidance—that is, the light showed them the way—it protected them from walking into something 

harmful... 

16. So too, Christ, through His word and Spirit, guides us through this dark world—He provides light to our 

path... 

17. Ps.43:3—"Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; let them bring me to Your holy hill 

and to Your tabernacle..." 

18. To be a Christian, by very definition, is to be a follower of Christ—that is, we trust and believe in His 

word... 

19. This implies we no longer follow ourselves or others—a Christian follows no one except for Christ in His 

word...  

20. He alone is the pillar of fire by night, that leads and guides us through the darkness of this wicked and evil 

age...  

21. A.W. Pink—"Just as the cloud led Israel from Egypt to Canaan, so the Lord Jesus leads the believer from 

this world to heaven. And to the one who really follows Christ the promise is, he shall not, like those all 

around him, walk in darkness..." 

22. The OT Israelites followed the pillar wherever it went—when it stopped they stopped, when it moved they 

moved...  

23. [2] Warmth—as some of you know, the wilderness in the middle East, is very hot by day, and very cold by 

night...   

24. Thus—the pillar of cloud not only guided them, but also sheltered them in the day, and warmed them at 

night... 

25. Simply put—it's only as we follow Christ, will our hearts be kept warm with love for Christ and spiritual 

things... 

 

 


