
Armor of God (1)            Hymns 69, Psalm 2 
 

It's my intention for the next 7-8 Lord's Day evenings (until we transition to winter schedule), to consider the 

Armor of God—tonight's sermon will serve as an introduction to the series, allowing us to consider each of the 

six individual pieces in subsequent studies—tonight I want to suggest three things—Its Source, Its Need, and 

Its Goal... 
 

I.   Its Source  

II.  Its Need 

III. Its Goal    
 

I.   Its Source—v10   

 

1. [1] It comes from God's love—here I'm thinking specifically of the phrase—"the armor of God"—it comes 

from God... 

2. This is armor given by God to all of His dear children—it's very sturdy and powerful armor—it's from 

God...  

3. Our Father knows we remain within this wicked and evil world, and so has provided with necessary 

protection... 

My friends, I don't think I can over state the importance of this point—this is the only armor given for 

Christians... 

4. How are you and I, going to stand firm against the evil schemes of the devil, how are to stand firm in the 

evil day... 

5. The only way, is for you and me to take up the whole armor of God—it alone can protect us from our 

enemies... 

6. It concerns that many professing Christians, go off into this world with little understanding of what this 

armor entails... 

7. But brethren, this armor given to us is from heaven, it's heavenly armor, it's spiritual armor, it's powerful 

armor... 

8. 2Cor.10:3-4—"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of 

our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds..." 

9. But oh dear brethren, it's also loving armor, in that it comes from our heavenly Father, to protect His 

beloved people... 

10. For example, think of a King who was forced to send his beloved son out into a fierce and potentially 

deadly war... 

11. He would use all of his resources to equip his believed son with the best armor and weapons known to 

man... 

12. Well so too—our Father has provided His believed children with armor that reflects His resources and 

love... 

13. Isa.57:17—"No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in 

judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is 

from Me..." 

14. [2] It's bought with Christ's blood—that is, as we shall see, this armor is nothing more than various 

Christian graces... 

15. Or else, put another way, these individual pieces of armor are nothing more than the salvation that Christ 

has bought... 

16. For example, truth (sincerity) is the belt, righteousness is the breastplate, peace is the shoes, faith is the 

shield, and hope is the helmet... 

17. These obviously are all found in Christ, they all have significance because of Christ, they've been bought 

by Christ... 

18. V10—"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might"—that is—in the grace 

found in Christ... 

19. Thus—putting on the various pierces of armor, is the same thing to be strong in the grace that's found in 

Christ... 
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20. But these individual pieces of armor are not only found in Christ, but they are also perfectly illustrated by 

Him...  

21. Thus—there is a real sense in which putting on the armor of God is the same thing as—"putting on the 

Lord Jesus (Rom.13:14)...  

22. [3] It's applied by the Spirit of Christ, v18—"praying always with all prayer and supplications in the 

Spirit..." 

23. It is through humble and believing prayer that God's Spirit communicates grace from Christ to our needy 

souls... 

24. Hymn (477)—"Stand up, stand up for Jesus, stand in his strength alone; the arm of flesh will fail you, ye 

dare not trust your own; put on the gospel armor, each piece put on with prayer; where duty calls, or 

danger, be never wanting there..." 
 

II.  Its Need—vv11-12 

 

1. Now—before I go any further in considering verses 11-12, I want to suggest the apostle Paul has a very 

rich OT background in view... 

2. Joshua 1:6—"Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land 

which I swore to their fathers to give them..." 

3. Joshua 1:9—"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 

dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go..." 

4. Moses had previously commanded, that three tribes (v12) remain on one side of the Jordan, whereas the 

others were to cross it... 

5. But the problem was this—the land was already inhabited by the Canaanites, and needed to be taken by 

force... 

6. Thus—Joshua reminds these three tribes that Moses commanded them to send their men with the other 

tribes to help settle the land (and then they could return to their families)... 

7. Joshua 1:14b—"But you shall pass before your brethren armed, all your mighty men of valor, and help 

them..." 

8. Here is the point—the men were to cross the Jordan in full armor, strong and courageous, trusting in God's 

power... 

9. Sound similar?—of course it does, because it's the same thing Paul is telling the Ephesians, back in 

Eph.6:10-20... 

10. Now, of course there are important differences—the greatest perhaps being, our enemies are spiritual not 

physical... 

11. Paul identifies our enemy as the devil (v11), and his demonic hosts (12)—notice several things about 

Satan's rule or kingdom... 

12. [1] It's cunning, v11—"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 

the devil..." 

13. The Greek word rendered "wiles" (NKJV) or "schemes" (ESV), literally means "crafty or deceitful 

methods"... 

14. Now—it isn't my intention here, to examine all of the various schemes that Satan uses against the sons of 

men... 

15. But let me simply point out, that Satan and his followers, often disguise themselves as messengers of 

light... 

16. 2Cor.11:13-15—"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of 

Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 

great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be 

according to their works..." 

17. Oh my dear friends—how fearful it is, for merely professing Christians, who lack this blessed spiritual 

armor... 

18. They are left open, for all forms of false teaching, that leads them further from the truth, and further into 

darkness... 

19. Satan, does not manifest himself as a red being with horns and a pitchfork, but he works in and through 

teaches... 
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20. Matt.7:15—"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravenous wolves..." 

21. Who wore sheep's clothing?—shepherds—in other words, false teachers disguise themselves as bible 

teachers... 

22. Satan doesn't come at the church as a dragon, but as a preacher—he indwells and influences false 

teachers... 

23. And these false teachers, don't come out teaching blatant lies, but they teach their lies gradually and 

deceitfully...       

24. 1Tim.4:1—"Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed 

to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons (Rev.12:15)..." 

25. [2] It's spiritual, v12—"For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age..." 

26. My dear brethren, I trust it is obvious, the only way to fight spiritual enemies effectively, is by spiritual 

weapons... 

27. 2Cor.10:3-4—"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of 

our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds..." 

28. Our weapons are not carnal, (physical and earthly), but spiritual and heavenly, because our enemies are 

spiritual... 

29. Brethren, this is a spiritual battle—our problems and enemies are ultimately spiritual and not carnal and 

physical... 

30. Look at the various pieces of armor—hope, salvation, peace, faith, righteousness, and prayer—these are 

spiritual... 

31. [3] It's powerful—"principalities, powers, rulers, spiritual hosts"—these terms underscore the strength of 

our enemy...  

32. 1Jn.4:4—"You are of God, little children, and have overcome them (false teachers), because He who is in 

you is greater than he who is in the world..." 

33. It's true that God is far greater than the devil, and every person indwelt with the Spirit, will overcome the 

evil one... 

34. But brethren, this doesn't mean that left to yourself, we possess the strength to defeat Satan and his many 

demons...   

35. Martin Luther—"For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe; his craft and power are great; and, 

armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal..." 

36. Martin Luther—"did we in our won strength confide, our striving would be losing; were not the right Man 

on our side, the Man of God's choosing. Doest ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he, Lord Sabaoth 

his Name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle..." 

37. [4] It's wicked—"rulers of the darkness...spiritual hosts of wickedness"—these phrases underscore their 

character... 

38. Brethren, I trust this is obvious—only a very wicked creature would rebel against God and attempt to 

destroy what He loves... 

39. [5] It's universal, v12—"the rulers of the darkness of this age (or this world)"—it refers to the extent of 

their rule... 

40. 1Jn.5:19—"We know that we are of God and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one 

(Satan)..." 

41. Thus—having briefly described Satan's rule—I want to summarize this second heading with three broad 

observations... 

42. [a] Christians encounter Satan indirectly through a demon controlled world—remember Satan is not all-

present... 

43. Most Christians rarely if ever encounter Satan himself, but they encounter him through demons who 

influence this world...   

44. Think of it like this—Satan controls the demons, who in turn influence the people and philosophy of this 

world... 

45. Thus—we wrestle against these evil forces (v12), as we encounter them in the thinking and behavior of 

this world... 
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46. This world, dear brethren, with it's anti-Christ mindset is nothing less than Satanic, and it hates every true 

Christian...    

47. [b] Christians can be molested by Satan and his demons, but never possessed—this of course is rather 

mysterious... 

48. But perhaps the best way to put it would be—they can externally, but not internally, influence God's 

people...  

49. Dear brethren, we do believe that non-Christians can be possessed by demons, and thus controlled by 

them... 

50. We further believe that every non-Christian is a slave of Satan, and unknowingly serves his wicked 

purposes... 

51. Furthermore, we know that Christians can be influenced by demons, but they can never be possessed by 

demons... 

52. [c] Christians can take comfort, that ultimately speaking, God rules over all things—ultimately Satan 

answers to God...   

 

III. Its Goal—v13    

 

1. The goal or purpose of this armor is found in v13—"Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand..." 

2. Throughout this passage, the apostle uses two closely related words, that fundamentally mean—"to stand 

firm against opposition..." 

3. Thus—the goal of this armor, is that God's people, as a military army, would be able to stand against the 

enemy... 

4. [1] To stand resistingly, v13—"Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day..." 

5. The Greek word rendered "to withstand" literally means—"to resist or oppose"—to stand firm or refuse 

enticement...  

6. The phrase "the evil day" refers to a specific time of intense temptation, where the enemy levels a focused 

attack... 

7. Now, it's possible that it simply refers to our entire time on earth—this evil day or age—from fall to 

consummation... 

8. But it most likely refers to a specific time, when temptation is intensified, and experienced in a severe 

way... 

9. Dear brethren, this armor is not to be put one when the evil day comes, BUT in preparation of that evil 

day... 

10. [2] To stand continually, v13—"Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand..." 

11. The word rendered "to stand" (in v11, 13, and 14), literally means—"to stand firm against constant 

opposition..." 

12. For example, most of us have been to the sea, and have stood against the waves that powerfully push 

against us... 

13. This is the idea behind this word—to stand firm—to remain firm against the daily opposition of this evil 

world...  

14. [3] To stand confidently—that is—knowingly that, while the world is against us, greater in us is he in this 

world... 

15. MLJ—"This is what we may call the paradox of the Christian position. The Christian at one and the same 

time realizes how terribly weak he is, and yet how tremendously strong he is. In and of himself, helpless; 

but in the power of the Lord and His might, invincible, 'more than conqueror'..." 

 

 


