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ARE WE TEMPTED LIKE JESUS? 

Luke 4: 1-13 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Reputation is what folk think about us. Character is what God sees us to be. 

Character is also what God sees us be and do in temptation. The Lord has been 

speaking to me about this very matter of reputation versus character ever since I 

was at the AWANA headquarters in Streamwood, Illinois for our Reaching Indians 

Ministries International meeting. On Friday morning, September 26th, Brian 

Clements came to talk to us about Godly principles of fund-raising for the kingdom 

of God. He also presented a devotional related to our topic today, on the 

temptations of Jesus. It was at that time, that the Holy Spirit directed my heart that 

we as a church need to dust off the bases not only on the necessity of the Word of 

God but also on the necessity of learning how to respond to temptation by using 

the Word of God properly. So why should we examine the temptations of Jesus? 

The truth is, all of us need to learn a great deal about Satan, our adversary and his 

methods of tempting us. Let’s dust off the bases of I Peter 5: 8 that declares, “Be 

sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring 

lion, seeking someone to devour.” Paul adds in II Corinthians 2: 11, that he doesn’t 

want us not to be “outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.” 

 

Jesus, in the wilderness demonstrated for all time how God can and will and does 

enable us to resist the devil and his temptations. James 4: 7 declares “Submit 

yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” I Peter 5: 9 adds, 

“Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.” As we consider today the 

basics of temptation, Nelson’s Bible Dictionary says “temptation is an enticement 

to sin with the promise of a greater good to be derived from following the way of 

disobedience.” Ephesians 2: 1-3 tells us that temptations can come from the 

passions of the flesh, the course of this world, and from the devil, the prince of the 

power of the air. Temptation is always to be resisted, as succumbing and falling to 

it can bring deadly consequences. James 1: 13-15 reminds us, “Let no one say 

when he is tempted, I am being tempted by God, for God cannot be tempted with 

evil, and He Himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured 

and enticed by his own desire. Then desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to 

sin, and sin when it is fully grown, brings forth death.” Let me remind you that 

though God never tempts us, He does often allow temptation into our lives as 

testing. John in I John 2: 15-17—says, “Do not love the world or the things in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 

in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—

is not from the Father but is from the world.  And the world is passing away along 

with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”  
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So let the Scriptural record set us straight—there are three major categories of 

temptation. (1) The lust of the flesh—our desires, our cravings, and physical wants 

(2) The lust of the eyes—our greed and wanting everything we see, and (3) The 

pride of life—our boasting and arrogance and vain glory. Now to set the stage for 

the temptations of Jesus, look back in Luke to the context in Luke 3: 21-22. “Now 

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in bodily 

form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with 

You I am well pleased.”  Notice those words—“You are My beloved Son, with 

You I am well pleased.” Did you hear those words? Who was it whom John the 

Baptist baptize in the Jordan River? It was God’s Son. Notice the relationship of 

Jesus to God the Father—“You are my Son.” It wasn’t randomly that Luke right 

here inserts the genealogy of Jesus. We read in Luke 3: 23, “Jesus, when He began 

His ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as it was supposed) of 

Joseph, the son of Heli—and the genealogy goes on to say in Luke 3: 38, who was 

the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.” Most of us 

know that Adam was tested and tempted in the Garden and he failed the test, even 

as each of us have inherited the same sin nature. We too have failed the test, for all 

have sinned and come short of the glory of God—Romans 3: 23. Now continue the 

context into our text in Luke 4: 1, 2-“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 

from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness for 40 days, being 

tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days. And when they were 

ended, He was hungry. God had a plan and purpose for driving Jesus by the Spirit 

into the wilderness. The wilderness is often the place of testing. In this case, it was 

40 days of on—going temptation. Amazingly the three types of temptation the 

adversary used on Jesus are the same major three types of temptation Satan uses 

with you and me. Let’s look at these three types of temptation and see how Jesus 

faced the temptation and how He overcame it by the Word. He won, we can too! 

 

THE FIRST TEMPTATION JESUS FACED AND WE FACE IS CONTROL. 

(I.) In Luke 4: 3, “The devil said to Him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 

stone to become bread.” Some translations say “Since” but the ESV says “if.” 

Another way of saying it would be, “Since You say You are the Son of God, then 

prove it.” Temptation in this case as in our case too, is often aimed at real human 

needs. Jesus was hungry—famished after this 40 day fast. So what did Satan 

introduce? He set sin before Jesus—a hungry, famished man. The temptation was 

is asking Jesus to meet His need in a way that was contrary to God’s plan, God’s 

Word and God’s will. The temptation was directed squarely at Jesus’ need as we 

face the same need to be in control. This is what the Word calls the lust of the 

flesh, the cravings of the body. Have you ever had the enemy tempt you with a real 

need that would help you get in control or stay in control. Luke records in Luke 4: 

4, “And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’ 
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Matthew records all that Jesus said here in Matthew 4: 8, saying, “But He 

answered, “It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes or proceeds from the mouth of God.” In each temptation and in each type of 

temptation, Jesus first met the tempter with the words, “It is written.” For those of 

you who are with us in the Adult Sunday School Class, we have been going 

through Deuteronomy, and in Deuteronomy 8: 3 is where Moses told the Israelites, 

“And He humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did 

not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man does 

not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.” Beloved, Jesus knew the Word, and its relevance to every situation in our 

life. He had the Word memorized as He quoted it to the adversary.’ 

 

Satan questioned Jesus’ identity and he questions our identity day after day. “Since 

you say you are a believer,” you better meet your needs. Take matters into your 

own hands. Your parents or your spouse isn’t meeting your needs. Take control of 

this as a strong believer.” It is a strong temptation. Abraham and Sarah succumbed 

to this temptation to take matters into their own hands, and so we have the terrible 

sin with Hagar as Abraham took Hagar to himself as a handmaiden to fulfill God’s 

promise of a child to Abraham. How many of us have been told by God what to do 

and yet to help God out, we have tried to speed up the process, by taking matters 

into our own hands. The enemy knows that some of us are born manipulators, and 

we can make things happen in our time by manipulative control. God hates it when 

we don’t leave matters in His sovereign hands, showing our lack of confidence in 

the will and Word and promptings of the Lord. When we say yes to the temptation 

to control, it means we have lost patience with circumstances and with people, so 

we grab the wheel. Recently with my grandson, Rolland, three years old, I had him 

sitting in my lap out in the country when he suddenly grabbed the wheel and tried 

to take us in a brand new direction. You see, there are a whole set of property laws 

for toddlers. Those laws really boil down to one simple concept: “It’s mine. If I 

like it, it’s mine. If I can take it from you, or if I had it a little while ago, it’s mine. 

You must never think it’s yours, unless of course, it is broken. And even then, the 

pieces are mine.” That works for toddlers, but God forbid it reigning in us. 

 

Beloved, Jesus was God, but He resisted this temptation to take control by a means 

outside God’s plan and purpose in the Word. Come with me to the Word in 

Deuteronomy 8: 1-3.  “The whole commandment that I command you today you 

shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the 

land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers.  And you shall remember the 

whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, 

that He might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether 

you would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you 

hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 
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know, that He might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but 

man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.” God help us to 

resist taking control but rather give all the controls to Jesus. 

 

THE SECOND TEMPTATION JESUS FACED AND WE FACE IS 

IDOLATRY. (II.) Notice Luke 4: 5-7. “And the devil took Him up and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to Him, “To 

You I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, 

and I give it to whom I will. If You, then, will worship me, it will all be Yours.” 

And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, 

and Him only shall you serve.’” This temptation is not the lust of the flesh, but 

now the temptation type is the lust of the eyes—for we all want what we see. Why 

is pornography so powerful in the lives of both Christian men and women? It is 

because it is not only the lust of the flesh, but it is the lust of the eyes. The enemy 

introduces to us a seemingly wise and shrewd “short-cut” to the plan of God. This 

temptation is directed by Satan at all of our tendencies to worship idols. 

 

Idolatry is trusting even part or partially in anything other than God and His divine 

plan and purpose for us. The key issue in this temptation is found in the area of 

ownership and what the enemy knows we all long for as our own. We want not 

only control, but we want to own much of what we see. We want it to be “my 

precious.” Do you know what sin is exposed and rebuked more than any other sin 

in the Bible? It is this sin of idolatry. The very first of the Ten Commandments is 

found in Exodus 20: 2, 3 and it states, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods 

before Me.” Interestingly, when this temptation of idolatry comes to us, the devil 

and all his minions and the lust and all its nuances, none of them possess the 

authority to give us what they promise. Satan did not have all the authority to give 

to Jesus all the kingdoms of this world in a moment of time. Satan was speaking to 

the Owner of all the kingdoms of the world and offering Jesus what Jesus already 

owned. Notice that Jesus didn’t argue where the ownership rights were. Don’t 

argue with Satan.  

 

Rather Jesus quoted the Word of God saying again as in the first temptation to 

control, “It is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall 

you serve.” You will notice in Matthew’s Gospel, that Jesus preceded these words 

“It is written,” with “Be gone, Satan,” or “Get away from Me, Satan.” It is 

written—is the Word Jesus always used. Now Jesus was quoting Deuteronomy 6: 

13-15 which states, “It is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him you shall 

serve…You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the people who are around 

you for the Lord your God in your midst is a jealous God--lest the anger of the 

Lord your God be kindled against you, and He destroy you from off the face of the 
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earth.” Today’s idols are more in our self than they are on the shelf as they are in 

other countries. Hideyoshi, a Japanese warlord who ruled over Japan in the late 

1500s, commissioned a colossal statue of Buddha to be made for a shrine in Kyoto. 

It took 50,000 men five years to build the statue, but the work had scarcely been 

completed when the earthquake of 1596 brought the roof of the shrine crashing 

down and it totally wrecked the statue. In a rage, Hideyoshi shot an arrow at the 

fallen colossus, yelling at the crushed Buddha, "I put you here at great expense, 

and you can't even look after your own temple." Pastor and author Tim Keller 

offers this potent definition of sin: He says in his best-selling book, “The Reason 

For God, "Sin isn't only doing bad things; it is more fundamentally making good 

things into ultimate things. Sin is building your life and meaning on anything, even 

a very good thing, more than on God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us 

and enslave us. Sin is primarily idolatry." Then he give particular kinds of 

brokenness and damage caused in our lives by idolatry. He says,  

 

“If you center your life and identity on your spouse or partner, you will be 

emotionally dependent, jealous, and controlling. The other person's problems will 

be overwhelming to you. If you center your life and identity on your family and 

children, you will try to live your life through your children until they resent you or 

have no self of their own…If you center your life and identity on your work and 

career, you will be a driven workaholic and a boring, shallow person. At worst you 

will lose family and friends and, if your career goes poorly, develop deep 

depression. If you center your life and identity on money and possessions, you'll be 

eaten up by worry or jealousy about money. You'll be willing to do unethical 

things to maintain your lifestyle, which will eventually blow up your life. If you 

center your life and identity on pleasure, gratification, and comfort, you will find 

yourself getting addicted to something. You will become chained to the "escape 

strategies" by which you avoid the hardness of life. If you center your life and 

identity on relationships and approval, you will be constantly overly hurt by 

criticism and thus always losing friends. You will fear confronting others and 

therefore will be a useless friend. If you center your life and identity on a "noble 

cause," you will divide the world into "good" and "bad" and demonize your 

opponents. Ironically, you will be controlled by your enemies. Without them, you 

have no purpose. If you center your life and identity on religion and morality, you 

will, if you are living up to your moral standards, be proud, self-righteous, and 

cruel. If you don't live up to your moral standards, your guilt will be utterly 

devastating.” We all face this second temptation Jesus faced which is idolatry, and 

only by worshipping and serving God alone as Scripture commands will we 

overcome this strong temptation. Thirdly and lastly,  

 

THE THIRD TEMPTATION JESUS FACED AND WE FACE IS PRIDE. 

(III.) Look with me at Luke 4- 9-11. “And he took Him to Jerusalem and set Him 
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on the pinnacle of the temple and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw 

Yourself down from here, for it is written, “‘He will command His angels 

concerning you, to guard you,’ And “‘On their hands they will bear You up, lest 

You strike Your foot against a stone.’” And Jesus answered him, “It is said, (or “It 

is written,”) ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” And when the devil 

had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.” When 

we overcome temptation by the power of God through His Word, remember he 

will return later when we least expect it. Notice that the devil used now, not the 

lust of the flesh or the lust of the eyes, but the pride of life. This pride of life is 

when we seek vain glory. This matter of pride is one of the least attractive 

characteristics of anyone, especially a Christian. No one is drawn to arrogance or 

haughty conceit. Humility on the other hand is an irresistible magnet. F. B. Meyer 

said, “I used to think that God’s gifts were on shelves one above the other, and that 

the taller we grew in Christian character, the easier we should reach them. I find 

now that God’s gifts are on shelves one beneath the other, and that is it not a 

question of growing taller but of stooping lower, and that we have to do down, 

always down, to get His best gifts.” 

 

This was a temptation for Jesus to do something dramatic to draw attention to 

Himself. And notice that Satan basically said, “If you are going to use Scripture, I 

will use scripture on you. That’s what Satan did, but he misused Scripture, quoting 

from Psalm 91: 11, 12 which says, “For He will command His angels concerning 

You to guard you in all Your ways. On their hands they will bear You up, lest You 

strike your foot against a stone.” The psalmist was giving us a promise of God to 

those of us who are God’s children, that we have guarding angels who protect and 

guard us. The psalm is not an invitation to tempt or test the promises of God.  

 

How did Jesus answer? You know what He is going to say—“It is written.” He 

always goes back to the Book, back to the Word of God, and this time Jesus quoted 

from Deuteronomy 6: 16 saying, “It is written, “You shall not put the Lord your 

God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah.” This was when the people asked 

Moses, testing the Lord, “Is the Lord among us or not?” That’s when Moses struck 

the rock and water gushed out to quench the thirst of 3+ million. This sin of pride-

fully testing the Lord is our sin when we allow doubt and fear and pride to replace 

our dependence on the Lord and our faith in Him. It is our prideful “I deserve 

better than this” attitude. Beloved, watch out when even your best friends tell you, 

“I wouldn’t put up with what you face for a second.” This is proof when we say 

these words that we want the controls, we also want our way to rule, and most of 

all, we are placing our opinions pridefully over the Lord and His Word when He 

has clearly told us, “For I the Lord God hate divorce.” – Malachi 2: 16. I warn us 

all, “Never, never put your proud opinion over what the Scripture clearly teaches. 

Never, never do it! Do you have faith in God’s Word, or faith in your own 
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opinion? A pastor from Argentina named Juan Carlos Ortiz wrote about a 

leadership conference he attended. He said, “I saw a man who was in my former 

denomination, so I went over to him to hug him. But the man saw him coming and 

publically growled, “Don’t hug me!” Juan Ortiz replied, “Well, I love you.” The 

man almost shouted in response, “You cannot love me because I am your enemy!” 

Ortiz responded, “Praise the Lord! I didn’t know you were my enemy, but here’s 

an opportunity for me to obey the Word of God which commands me to love my 

enemies. Juan Ortiz walked up to the man and hugged him close, and prayed aloud, 

“Thank You, Jesus, for my precious enemy.” Within one year, Juan Ortiz, by 

meeting the temptation the enemy presented him with, with this man flaunting his 

opinions in front of many—seeking attention, Ortiz was within one year preaching 

in this man’s church. His gentle led to a giant blessing.  

 

As we conclude this message, expect Satan to return at an opportune time. But 

know ultimately that Satan will leave and temptation will subside if you resist him 

standing on the Word. Anticipate the next temptation. Be alert and submit to God. 

Resist him by God’s Word and by God’s Holy Spirit. Hide God’s Word in your 

heart so you won’t sin against God—Psalm 119: 11. Live by the Spirit so you 

won’t gratify the desires of the flesh. Gal. 5: 16. Pray the Lord’s Prayer often that 

He will not lead you into temptation. As Jesus said to Peter in Mark 14: 38, 

“Watch and pray lest you enter into temptation.” Just because you are standing, 

watch out lest you fall. God will provide a way of escape. (I Cor. 10: 12, 13. Look 

to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith—Hebrews 2: 18, 4: 14-16. He helps 

those who are tempted, sympathizing with our weaknesses. Draw near with 

confidence to the throne of grace so you will receive mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need. In every respect Jesus was tempted as we are. Yes, we can win. 

THE FIRST TEMPTATION JESUS FACED AND WE FACE IS CONTROL. 

(I.) In Luke 4: 3, “The devil said to Him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 

stone to become bread.” “Get in control and stay in control!” THE SECOND 

TEMPTATION JESUS FACED AND WE FACE IS IDOLATRY. (II.) Notice 

Luke 4: 5-7. “And the devil took Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 

world in a moment of time, and said to Him, “To You I will give all this authority 

and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If You, 

then, will worship me, it will all be Yours.” The temptation is—“Here’s a short-

cut to fulfilling the plan and will of God.” THE THIRD TEMPTATION 

JESUS FACED AND WE FACE IS PRIDE. (III.) Look with me at Luke 4- 9-

11. “And he took Him to Jerusalem and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple and 

said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here, for it is 

written, “‘He will command His angels concerning you, to guard you,’ And “‘On 

their hands they will bear You up, lest You strike Your foot against a stone.’”  “Do 

something dramatic and call attention to yourself.” God help us to win with the 

Word and use it—“It is written!” Amen.  


