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SO YOU WANT TO BE COMPETENT? 

II Timothy 3:16,17 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 
 

Inscribed on an archway in the Capitol building in Des Moines, Iowa is this 

remarkably relevant statement: “Nothing is politically right which is morally 

wrong.” Many people do not believe in the authority and infallibility and 

inspiration of this book—the Bible. They refuse to believe that it came, 

theop-neustos—the Greek word in II Tim. 3:16 from God—literally means 

“God breathed.” Soon we will be preaching on Psalm 119 that has 176 

verses about the Word of God and its effect in the lives of believers who 

obey it, and it calls us to obey the Word. As I was led to this historic passage 

of the Word of God, I tremble before it. The Bible is true, fully inspired, 

infallible, inerrant, all sufficient, the authoritative Word of God. God is the 

author, He used 40 writers as His human instruments, and even allowed their 

personalities to show up in the books they wrote. Yet God so guarded the 

writing of all 66 books so He has declared to us they are the Word of God.  

 

The Holy Spirit has urged me today to dust off the bases of His Word before 

we share the Lord’s Supper, to focus on what this inspired Word of God is 

profitable for. II Timothy 3:15 tells us the sacred writings of God’s Word 

lead us to salvation. But beyond salvation, Paul wants Timothy to know 

that the inspired Word of God is profitable for six glorious purposes of 

God: (1) For teaching/doctrine, (2) for reproof, (3) for correction, (4) for 

training in righteousness or instruction, (5) for making the man of God 

adequate or mature/perfect and (6) for equipping or thoroughly furnishing us 

for every good work. The word profitable in Greek, ophelimos, means to 

heap up advantages and benefits, to accumulate useful improvements. Do we 

need some heaped up life advantages and benefits? Would you like to 

accumulate some useful improvements for living? Those benefits are all to 

be found in the precious Word of God. That brings us to these six profitable 

purposes of the Word of God. What are they and why are they so important? 

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE FOR TEACHING. (I.) Notice II 

Timothy 3: 16 which says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching.” Paul’s word for teaching or doctrine is didaskalia. 

It means instruction or information that needs to be taught to us and learned 

by us for our profit. Can any of us say, “I know the Word completely.” No! 

How many of us want to learn the Word? How many of us are willing to 

learn the instruction of the Lord? The coastline of North Carolina is 

sometimes referred to as the graveyard of the Atlantic. There are many 

hidden sandbars, swirling currents and shifting outer banks that have made 
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the waters extremely treacherous for passing ships. But dotted along the 

edge of the mainland are lighthouses, the most famous being the Cape 

Hatteras Lighthouse. While it looks like a black and white, 220 foot tall 

barber’s pole, the light it gives out can be seen for 20 miles. It has never 

been allowed to go out, even during the Civil War. Its purpose is to give 

direction at night to passing ships by letting them know where they are, and 

how they can safely navigate the dangerous waters. The Word of God is our 

lighthouse, for the Bible says in Psalm 119: 105, “Your Word is a lamp unto 

my feet and a light unto my path.”  

 

The Holy Spirit this week afresh has shown me that the Bible applies to 

every situation in all our lives. If we learn the Word, and meditate on the 

Word, there are truths waiting for us to learn that apply to every moment we 

face—even in our stumper situations. There are truths in the Word waiting to 

help us on every issue of life. Every issue. Last Tuesday, Pastor Larry read 

from a great book by Charles Stanley entitled, “The Wonderful Spirit-Filled 

Life.” One thing he said stuck with me. It is, “The Scripture is God’s 

thoughts on paper.” Do you want to know God’s thoughts on a prompting 

you believe has come from the Holy Spirit? Check out the Word. If a 

prompting is of the Spirit, the Word will verify it. Ultimately, every 

prompting of the Spirit must be tested by the truth of the Word of God. It’s 

like the upcoming World Series. In the final battle for first place, the umpire 

will often dust off home plate. A strike can be determined to be right down 

the middle. But a strike can be a high strike or a low strike or just inside the 

inside corner or the outside corner and still be a strike. Not every answer 

God gives is straight down the middle of the strike zone by everyone’s 

standard; some of what He says is found at the outer margins. But 

remember, just as a strike is a strike, so every single word of God is tested 

and true.  

 

All of us long to be armchair umpires. Ultimately only the Word of God is 

our umpire. No matter that two clerks responded differently to the strike 

zone of the Word of God, both of them responded well. Linda Barnette 

resigned as a county circuit clerk in Mississippi on June 30, 2015. She said, 

“The Bible teaches that a marriage is to be between a man and a woman. 

Therefore, because of the recent ruling of the U. S. Supreme Court, I can no 

longer fulfill my duties as circuit clerk and issue marriage licenses to same-

sex couples. I choose to obey God rather than man.” Is that in the strike zone 

of God’s Word? Yes it is! Then a Kentucky clerk stood strong and was 

jailed for five days for not issuing same sex licenses. She said, “I cannot be 

separated from what I believe…I have to love the Lord with my whole heart, 
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mind, body and soul—with every ounce of strength and might that I have in 

me…It’s every breath we take and every beat of our heart…Those licenses 

leave my office through my authority…I cannot be party to that, I just 

can’t…If the Word of God isn’t worth fighting for, I don’t know anything 

that is!” Is that also in the strike zone of the Word of God? Yes it is! This is 

a hard lesson to teach and it’s even harder for each of us to learn. Secondly, 

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE FOR REPROOF. (II.) We read in 

II Timothy 3: 16, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable…for 

reproof.” The Greek word for reproof is elechos. It means to rebuke another 

person in hope of leading them to a conviction of sin. It means to call people 

back from error. God does this directly through the Word read and through 

the Word preached or declared. Notice Paul tells Timothy in II Timothy 

4:2—“Preach the Word, be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 

rebuke…” How many of us are open to reproof? Honestly, if it is directed to 

us by the Spirit through a message, what about if it is through a colleague at 

work, or through our own spouse? If we are honest, do we want rebuke or 

reproof by others? We may desire the right to reprove or rebuke others and 

yet totally refuse reproof and rebuke from those we feel led to reprove and 

rebuke. Reproof and rebuke must be reciprocal. We must be willing when 

asked of God to reprove and to rebuke, and also to be willing to receive 

reproof and rebuke. The Word in Proverbs 29:1 declares, “He who is often 

reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken, beyond healing.” 

Do you go to Scripture and listen with an open and ready heart, willing for 

reproof? Some of us may say, “I will receive reproof directly from God’s 

Word, but not from you.” God forbid! What if our hearts were laid open 

today? What percent of us here would say—“I don’t want reproof and I will 

not receive reproof.  I reject it.” All of us at times have turned our ears away 

from reproof because of one reason—and that is who delivered the message 

to us. I call us all today to embrace reproof.  There is a third profit: 

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE FOR CORRECTION. (III.) II 

Timothy 3: 16 declares, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable…for correction.” The Scripture not only has the capacity to 

expose sin and error, but the Word has the ability to correct both. The word 

for correct is epanorthosis—used only here in Scripture. It means to 

straighten up again—to an upright state in an improved life or character. It 

means a life transformation, a rectification of a wrong way of living, a 

reformation from a wrong belief.  So what is the Word going to do if you let 

it inside you? At times, it will expose us and cut us to ribbons spiritually in 

one area in which we are out of scriptural bounds. Nevertheless, the Word 
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won’t leave us in shambles. It will restore us, and put the pieces back 

together again. What do we miss when we skip devotions, refusing to read 

the Word? Nothing except we are left in shambles on the ground without the 

ability to stand. This healing the Word brings is what Hebrews 12:12,13 tells 

us happens after receiving discipline or correction—We read, “Therefore lift 

your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight 

paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather 

be healed.” We’ve seen a child with braces on their legs/feet that turn in or 

out wrongly. God’s Word gets us pointed back in our walk into the right 

direction. David declares in Psalm 119: 59, 50—“Remember Your word to 

Your servant, in which You have made me hope. This is my comfort in my 

affliction, that Your promise gives me life. This is my comfort in my 

affliction, that Your word has revived/healed me.” There is a 4th profit: 

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE FOR TRAINING IN 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. (IV.) Notice II Timothy 3: 16 – “All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and profitable for…”training in righteousness…” This 

is a hard part of the Word because like teaching it often forces us to work 

together as family members, as mentors, as spouses. The Greek word 

paideuo means to train somebody, to build them up, to grow someone in 

one particular area, like a child. Each of us have areas in our lives where we 

are gifted to be teachers. But we all have areas where we need to be trained, 

paideuo, with repetitive training, discipline and correction. Skip Heitzig 

tells about a pastor who was out building a wooden trellis in his backyard. 

As he worked, he noticed a neighborhood young lad watching him. This 

teenager just leaned against the wall and kept watching him for hours. The 

young men didn’t get bored and leave. Finally, the pastor set down his 

hammer and asked, “So are you just trying to get some carpentry or 

gardening tips?” The young man answered, “Nope, I’m just waiting to hear 

what a preacher says when he hits his thumb with a hammer.” It’s a good 

question. The world is always watching us. The mike is always on us and the 

camera is always rolling. People want to find out what makes a Christian 

tick and what makes us ticked off.  

 

Many times God’s training is through chastening, discipline by the rod. 

Paideuo, this repetitive training means to educate by discipline, correction 

and chastening. In Hebrews 12:5 we read, “Do not despise the paideuo of 

the Lord. In Hebrews 12:11, we are told, “All paideuo/discipline for the 

moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been 

trained by it, afterwards, it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” This is 

true for us whether we are the givers or the receivers of paideuo. We all tend 
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to hope reproof is enough. When other means fail or have never been given, 

this training and discipline, paideuo, commanded by God’s Word, is able to 

turn around those willing to receive it. Training in righteousness by the 

Word is not only to make us right but to help keep us right. Fifthly,  

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE TO MAKE US COMPETENT 

AND COMPLETE FOR EVERY GOOD WORK. (V.) Notice II Timothy 

3: 16-17. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable… that the 

man of God may be competent.” The Greek word used here for competent is 

artios. It means fresh, ready like a sailboat with the sails up and ready to 

sail, artemon is the mainsail on a sailing vessel. Artios speaks of something 

complete just now at this very moment. It is a present time word. Strong’s 

Concordance defines this word saying, “This word stresses that in which 

nothing is maimed. It refers not only to the presence of all the parts that are 

necessary for completeness but also to the further adaptation and aptitude of 

these parts for their designed purpose.” The truth is—nothing but the Word 

and obedience to it makes us ready, fresh and complete for whatever task 

God calls us to do. The Word is the mainsail for our ship of life. If we are 

without the Word, we are adrift and without our life’s purpose. Only, when 

we submit to the Word are we made competent/adequate for whatever He 

calls us to do.  Sixthly and lastly, what is the sixth profitable purpose of the 

Word of God? 

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE FOR EQUIIPPING US FOR 

EVERY GOOD WORK. (VI.) Notice II Timothy 3: 16-17. “All Scripture 

is breathed out by God and profitable…equipped for every good work.” This 

Greek word for equipped is a new word but it is a form of the last word 

artios—competent. It is exartidzo. It means to equip fully as a teacher, to 

become accomplished by finishing out whatever course God calls us to 

finish. It means to thoroughly furnish and to fit out for a task. I can think of 

the whole armor of God which includes the sword of the Spirit which is the 

Word of God. Do you remember I Samuel 17 as David rejected Saul’s armor 

and went to meet the giant Goliath with only a sling and stone? He came 

under the anointing of the Lord to face the giant. “You come to me with a 

sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the Name of the Lord of 

hosts, the God of the armies of Israel whom you have taunted/defied.” Then 

he ran to meet the giant and it was all over in a second. The Word of the 

Lord directed the smooth stone of David to accurately sail until it imbedded 

itself, sinking into Goliath’s forehead. I love one of our favorite hymns—“A 

Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” Speaking of the devil, Martin Luther wrote—
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“The prince of darkness grim, We tremble not for him—His rage we can 

endure, For lo! His doom is sure; One little word shall fell him.” 

 

Conclusion. 1-6 – Are we adequately equipped for the battle? We won’t be 

unles we get back to the Book. God’s Book, the Bible. I call you. Go with 

me to all 66 books and become teachable, reprovable, correctable, trainable 

by discipline, competent/adequate, and fully equipped. May we be ready for 

whatever is ahead in these last days before Jesus comes to take us Home. I 

love you all. Amen.  

 

 

 


