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Song of Solomon 6: 11; “The Church – A Garden of Nuts”, Sermon # 55 in the  
series – “I am My Beloved’s”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall  

on October 12th, 2014, in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 
Although it appears to be quite hilarious at first glance, it is nevertheless true that the Church of 
Jesus Christ is being described for us here as a garden of nuts.  Even though we may laugh at the 
thought that Christ sees us as nuts, in a good sense, still there are a number of useful lessons which 
can be gathered from the word-pictures given to us in this place.  It is Christ who is speaking in 
these verses, and we need to see and understand that as a faithful husbandman He watches over 
His Church.  The Church is described for us here once again as a garden that He cultivates.  In 
Chapter 4, verse 12 Christ described His Church as a garden enclosed. In 1st Corinthians 3: 9 Paul 
says that “We are God’s fellow workers; we are God’s field.”   
       In these verses we find Him going back to this enclosed garden to see whether or not there was 
fruit on the trees.  He wanted to see whether the vine had budded and whether the pomegranates 
had bloomed.  In Chapter 4, verse 13, it says: “Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates with 
pleasant fruits.”  An orchard is where many fruit trees are gathered.  So is with the Church of Jesus 
Christ. There are many churches in Christ’s kingdom; many individual local churches, and these in 
turn are composed of many individual believers.   
       The pomegranate trees represent the individual believers who are bearing good and lasting 
fruit to our Lord Jesus Christ by the way that they live their lives.  These believers manifest the fruit 
of the Spirit in their good attitudes and actions toward our Lord and also people around them.  The 
rich grace of our Lord Jesus Christ in their hearts is bearing fruit in their engaging in good works.  
Here in these verses that we are studying, our Lord goes down to the garden of nuts.  He goes down 
to see the beauty of the valley, and again His thought is to find out whether His Bride, His Church 
is bearing fruit to Him.   
       So this afternoon we want to examine more closely the meaning of these metaphors.  We want 
to ask ourselves 2 questions.  1st of all – In what ways is the Church a garden of nuts?  2nd -  What is 
the beauty (the verdure) of the valley which is spoken of here?  Then the next time that I preach to 
you from this section, I will tell you about our Lord’s reaction to what He sees.     
1st of all – In what ways is the Church a garden of nuts? 
       Christ the heavenly Bridegroom says here: “I went down to the garden of nuts”.  I hope that you 
have come to see, as we have gone through the study of this blessed book, that God intends it to 
speak to us on two distinct levels; the level of individual believers, and the level of the Church at 
large.  These are spoken of as though they were one, and so they are; because what Christ teaches 
to the individual believer in their walk with Christ is also the way that He teaches and leads His 
whole universal Church in every generation.  “This is how love has been perfected among us: that 
we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we, in this world.”  (1st 
John 4: 17)   
        Here in verse 11 we find the heavenly Bridegroom, our King; and He is described as seeking to 
delight Himself in His Church, even as the earthly king Solomon took pleasure in his secret garden 
which he had created for His own personal pleasure.  Solomon took pleasure in this; His very own 
earthly garden.  He would go down to this beautiful valley, and into his garden, in the days of his 
reign because it gave him rest, refreshment and pleasure in seeing what he had planted there, and 
what was growing there; the nut trees, the pomegranate trees, and other fruit trees which were 
perhaps several miles distant from the place where he dwelt.  It is the garden of nuts that He 
particularly focuses on here.  All of this is typical; that is, it is a good picture of what Christ does in 
His watching over His Church.   
       Let me ask you whether you love Christ’s Church?  Christ our great King has planted a garden 
in this world.  He calls it His Church; His Church which He loved and gave Himself for.  It is 
composed of believers from both Old Testament and New.  He is the One who has planted it, and 
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He is the One who plants grace in the individual believer’s heart.  Here in New Testament times, 
our King Jesus is the One who has sent His Holy Spirit to work in each believer’s heart so that they 
will grow and become mature as a Christian. It is a delightful work to your Savior and King, for He 
delights to see you change to be like Him. You may see yourself as a black walnut; not too much to 
look at in heart; but He sees you as lovely in Himself, and because He died for you, He will do His 
good work in you.   
       In describing these nuts, the commentator John Gill says: “Though believers are mean and 
abject without, yet they are glorious and valuable within; the nut is the best part of him; the 
outward appearance of saints is but mean; and the world judging according to that, not being 
capable of seeing any further, looks upon them as the offscouring of all things; but Christ, who 
knows their inside as well as their outside, knows what they are by His grace, as well as what they 
are by nature; that though they are black in themselves, yet they are comely in him; he reckons 
them the excellent in the earth, in whom is all His delight.”   
       Now we need to understand that in the Old Testament times, God through Christ planted this 
garden, this vineyard, in order that He might have a people for His own possession who would 
trust in Him and bring forth good works to Him in their generation.  In Old Covenant times, even 
though God gave the nation of Israel many spiritual blessings, still they failed to do His will.  This 
was why a New Covenant needed to be made through Christ’s working.  Turn with me over to 
Isaiah 5, verse 1.  “Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding His 
vineyard:  My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill.”  “He dug it up and cleared out its 
stones, and planted it with the choicest vine.”  “He built a tower in its midst, and made a winepress 
in it; so He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes.”   
       As I read this to you, it should be easy for you to see that this is referring to the Old Testament 
nation of Israel.  But if you are having trouble seeing this, if you will look down at verse 7 it says: 
“For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant 
plant.”  “He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; for righteousness, but behold, a cry for 
help.”  It was not God’s intention that Old Testament Israel come to this unfruitful state, for if you 
will look at verse 3 it says: “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, 
between Me and My vineyard.”  “What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not 
done in it?”  “Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth wild 
grapes?”  “And now, please let Me tell what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and 
it shall be burned; and break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.”  “I will lay it waste; it 
shall not be pruned or dug, but there shall come up briers and thorns.”  “I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain on it.”  
       Now, these things came upon Old Testament Israel because she did not live up to her Old 
Covenant privileges.  This did not mean that there were no believers in that time.  There were, but 
they were comparatively few, in many of their generations.  We need to understand that these 
believers in Old Testament times had spiritual life given to them by faith in the promise of their 
coming Messiah.  As they believed in the promises given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they looked 
forward to the coming of Christ.  And the more that they exercised their faith, the more they 
became strong to perform acts of faith.   
       In this way they were confirmed, strengthened and established as the elect of God.  They knew 
the Lord, and they glorified Him in their generation.  This faith that they had was clearly developed 
according to the grace that was given to them.  It was seen powerfully at work in the prophets of 
that day, such as Isaiah.  He calls Christ here, “my Well-beloved”.  He is here “singing a song of his 
Well-beloved.”  He was singing about Christ and His vineyard.  The vineyard of the true Old 
Testament Church, those who lived by faith in the coming Messiah, was not planted on Mt. Sinai, 
where Moses was given the Ten Commandments.  The true Church of that day was first conceived 
by Abraham’s going to Canaan, and then it was planted on the high hill of Mt. Moriah by King 
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David, and it was there in that place that sometime later the temple was built by King Solomon; the 
same king who wrote this book of Song of Solomon that we are studying this afternoon.  
       But not all Israel was spiritual Israel.  Not all believed among this nation that was conceived by 
God to be a holy nation.  We need to see that the garden and the vineyard of Old Testament Israel 
would be destroyed, first by the Chaldeans and then later on by the Romans in 70 A.D.  And this 
last destruction of Jerusalem would take place only after the national rejection of Christ by many of 
His own people, the Jews.  But those who believed in the Well-beloved in that Old Testament time 
were safe in the arms of Jesus, spiritually speaking.   
       The “nuts” of the passage that we are studying are the true believers from that day to this; those 
who will continue to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ no matter what happens to them.  They 
believe that their Lord Jesus suffered and bled and died in order to give them the grace to stand 
and endure amidst all the dangers and difficulties that they experience.  They know that His grace 
is sufficient. They know that His grace is adequate; that it is enough, to see them through all of 
their trials and afflictions.  It was powerful to save them when they first believed.  And they trust 
that His grace by the power of the Spirit is strong enough to change them where they need it, in 
order to fit them to serve their King.  And at the end of their life they believed that His grace is 
sufficient to bring them to eternal glory.   
       Let me ask you whether you are one of the Lord’s nuts?  Have you come to know by faith that 
Christ is with you as your heavenly Bridegroom?   Do you believe that He will satisfy, nourish, 
strengthen, and keep your soul as you learn to do His will?  But perhaps, as all of Christ’s nuts, you 
need to learn what it means to suffer with Christ, that you may one day reign with Him.  Ah, He is 
the best of teachers in this too.  Look with me over at 1st Corinthians Chapter 4, verse 7 – “For who 
makes you differ from another?”  “And what do you have that you did not receive?”  “Now if you did 
indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”  “You are already full!”  “You are 
already rich!”  “You have reigned as kings without us—and indeed I could wish you did reign, that 
we also might reign with you!”   
       “For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we 
have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.”  “We are fools for Christ’s 
sake,” (He might as well as said: “We are nuts for Christ’s sake”) but you are wise in Christ!”  “We 
are weak, but you are strong!”  “You are distinguished, but we are dishonored!”  “To the present 
hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless.”  “And we 
labor, working with our own hands.”  “Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being 
defamed, we entreat.”  “We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things 
until now.”    
       So let me ask you: Are you are fool for Christ?  Are you in His garden of nuts?  Paul says in 
verse 14 – “I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.”  There 
are times that we need to be warned.  For our circumstances may cause us to question God.  But do 
not fear. 
2nd – Let us ask: What is the beauty (or the verdure) of the valley which is spoken of 
here?  
      “I went down to the garden of nuts to see the verdure of the valley, to see whether the vine had 
budded and the pomegranates had bloomed.”   The verdure of the valley which is spoken of here is 
the beauty of the graces of the saints as they exercise them as they go through various trials in the 
valley of humiliation.  The Lord is looking for a humble, but joyful, people. In the King James 
version this phrase that we are studying is rendered – “I went down into the garden of nuts to see 
the fruits of the valley…”  The fruits of the valley are those humble spirits which tremble at God’s 
word.”  So says John Trapp.   
       Turn with me over to Psalm 138, verses 4-6.  “All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O 
Lord, when they hear the words of Your mouth.”  “Yes they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for 
great is the glory of the Lord.”  “Though the Lord is on high, yet He regards the lowly; but the proud 
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He knows from afar.”  Here we see that the Lord on high is not proud; He regards the lowly.  He, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, comes down to the valley of nuts to see the fruits of this valley of 
humility.  He wants to know how you view yourself; how you view Him, even if you are in a high 
earthly position or station, or how you view yourself in a high earthly position or station.  The kings 
of the earth praise the Lord and sing of His ways, because His glory is so very great.  Yet, even 
though His glory is so great, He regards the lowly; those who humble and abase themselves to 
receive “the words of His mouth”.   
       Notice the faith of the lowly person here; they are confident that they will be revived by God.  
Verse 7 – “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch out Your hand 
against the wrath of my enemies.”  “Your right hand will save me.”  God’s right hand in the 
Scriptures refers to our Lord Jesus Christ; the One through whom God the Father does and 
accomplishes all things related to the redemption of those who are trusting in Him.  Verse 8 – “The 
Lord will perfect that which concerns me; your mercy, O Lord, endures forever; do not forsake the 
works of Your hands.”  I hope that you realize dear Christian, that your salvation is the work of His 
hands, not your hands.  He will perfect what concerns you.  He will complete what He has begun in 
your salvation.  He will not forsake the work of His hands.   
       But you will notice that the humble person will always receive His word with all meekness, and 
continue earnestly in prayer that God would do this; that is, that He would finish what He has 
begun, both with regard to you, and with regard to Christ’s Church. Further, the true believer 
knows and believes that Christ is cultivating His garden; He is building His Church, and neither the 
persecutions of unbelieving religious men, nor wars that are raised up against them, nor the 
schemes of the Devil can prevent their Lord from blessing them and watching over them. Just like a 
nut, by Christ’s grace, over time, they come to have a hard exterior shell built over their soul, so 
that they can endure distresses, difficulties, afflictions, and persecutions.   
       But all the while, a very valuable and precious fruit is growing inside of their heart; concealed 
somewhat from the eyes of men.  It is the fruit of the Spirit, it is the grace of Christ which brings the 
meat of this nut to the place that it is very pleasing in taste to Him.  Dear believer, Christ has come 
down to the garden of your heart this afternoon to look upon you and see whether you are 
exercising your faith in Him.  Are you willing to persevere under trials and difficulties to the end of 
your life?  Do you see Christ as your strength; your all-sufficient portion in this life and the next?   
For this is how you must see Him during the times that you do battle with the evil one.   
       Satan’s  schemes are very great, but Christ came into the world to overcome the world, and to 
destroy the works of the devil.  We do battle with him and we wonder how his greatest deceptions, 
of false religions like Roman Catholicism and Mohammedanism can be destroyed.  The truth is that 
Christ will have His complete victory over them in a coming day.  Dear Christian, you very much 
need to see this, and to believe it, and to receive it as comfort and encouragement to your heart. 
       Turn with me over to Isaiah 27, verse 1.  “In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and 
strong, will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan that twisted serpent; and He will slay 
the reptile that is in the sea.”  “In that day sing to her, a vineyard of red wine!”  “I, the Lord, keep it, 
I water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day.”  “Fury is not in Me.”  “Who would 
set briers and thorns against Me in battle?”  “I would go through them, I would burn them 
together.”  “Or let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall 
make peace with Me.”  “Those who come He shall cause to take root in Jacob; Israel shall blossom 
and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.”   
       You can see how sovereign our God and our Christ are, over Satan, who is called Leviathan in 
these verses.  You see also how sovereign He is in the protection of His church.  He is the One who 
keeps it; and He waters it every moment lest any hurt it.  Dear believer, take hold of His strength 
today.  Those of you who are skeptical and unbelieving, make peace with God.  Those of you who 
think that these great works of God among the nations won’t come; take the counsel of Psalm 46 to 
heart.  “Be still and know that He is God.”  “He will be exalted among the nations.”  “He will be 
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exalted in the earth.”  He can make wars to cease to the ends of the earth, and He will someday.  
Men will beat their swords into plowshares and they will learn war no more.  Please remember dear 
Christian: “God is your refuge and your strength, a very present help in time of trouble.”  
“Therefore”, if you have grace working in your heart, and you are responding to that grace, you 
“will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea.” “The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge”.   “I went down to 
the garden of nuts to see the beauty of the valley.” 
  
        
         
 
 
  
 
 
 


