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Hebrews 2:9-10 

 

What is Reconciliation? 

 
Introduction: 
 
     In verse 9 of Hebrews 2 it says this, "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of death."1 

     That's the reason he was born. He was born to die. "Crowned with glory and honour; that 
he by the grace of God should taste death for every man." 2 

     That was that man, Jesus Christ, who was born, made a little lower than the angels so he 
could be the substitute for man, so that he could die for man, so that he could save man and 
then bring man higher than the angels. Scofield puts it in his commentary like this, Jesus 
was made for a little time lower than the angels, dies for man that he may lift men above 
the angels.3 This was the reason. 

     Now, the writer of the book of Hebrews is building a case. He is building an apologetic 
vindication. He is building an argument for the supremacy and the preeminence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in that he is saying, "Hey, listen, he's better than everything and anyone or 
anything. He's better than the prophets. He's better than the angels. He's better than 
creation or anything created because he himself is the Creator. He is better than any other 
God. He is better than any other sacrifice because he himself is the sacrifice. He is better 
than Aaron. He is better than a priest or even Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God 
because he has qualified himself to be the priest that lives forevermore."  

__________________________________________ 
1 “But we behold him who hath been made a little lower than the angels, even Jesus, because of the suffering of 
death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God he should taste of death for every man.” American 
Standard Version, ASV Bible, (England: Crown Publishing, 1968),  Hebrews 2:9. 
 
2 “crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.” King James 
Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Hebrews 2:9b-c. 
 
3 “Jesus, made for a little time lower than the angels, dies for man that he may life men above angels into the 
family of God. Dr. C. I. Schofield, “Hebrews” Study Notes, Schofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1917 (1996), 1293. 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com


2 
 

What  Is  Reconciliation?      Princess Chapel Church 
 

     He is better than. Knowing all of this, knowing what he has done for you, knowing why 
he came and why he died, know this, that he is better than, now what are you going to do 
about it? You've been taught this. You know this. What are you going to do with this 
information about Christ? About who he is? He is better than, he is preeminent, he is 
supreme, he is the great I am, the Alpha and the Omega. He is the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords.4 He's the first and the last, the Alpha and the Omega.5 There was none like him 
before him, there was none like him while he was here, and there was none like him after 
he was gone, and there is none like him until he's coming back because he and he alone is 
the great I am. He said in John 8:58, "Before Abraham was, I am."6 

     We think in our minds, we want to bring him down to our level and make him birthday 
cakes and set aside gifts for him on December 25th. We want to humanize God but that's 
not who he is, folks. I'm not going to sing happy birthday to Jesus because he lives 
forevermore and he isn't getting any older. He doesn't have any crow's feet. He doesn't 
have any wrinkles, bless God. He's the great I am; Perfect, Pure, Holy, Harmless, and 
Separate from sinners and Undefiled.7 Made the great high priest forevermore. He was 
born one time. He lived as a man one time. He died only one time. And he rose again 
victorious one time. 

     Now, we know why he was born, for the suffering of death, but why did he have to die? 
Verse 10 affirms what his sacrificial substitutionary suffering accomplished. He was born to 
die but why did he have to die? Let's look at verse 10.  

     This is just introduction. We are just building a context for the message. The message 
comes out of verse 11, 12 and 13. Look at verse 10, "For it became him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings."8  

__________________________________________ 
4  “On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” English Standard Version, 
ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), Revelation 19:16. 
 
5  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty.” New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson 
Publishing - Harper Collins, 2013),  Revelation 1:8. 
 
6  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), John 8:58. 
 
7  “For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted 
above the heavens;” New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – 
Harper Collins, 2013),  Hebrews 7:26. 
 
8  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Hebrews 2:10. 
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     He qualified himself through his sinless, vicarious, perfect life to be the sacrifice. By his 
atoning work on the cross, he qualified himself to be the high priest. You say, "What does 
that mean?" You see, he never had to go in and offer a sacrifice for himself like the high 
priest did. The high priest would have to come once a year on the day of Yom Kippur and 
they would have to come in before they offered the goat, they would have to offer the sin 
offering for their own self before they could enter the Holiest of Holies.  

     They would have to cleanse the Holiest of Holies with that sacrificial blood of their own 
sin offering before they could come in and offer for the sins of the people but, bless God, 
Jesus didn't have to do that. Why? He was holy. Harmless. Undefiled. Separate from 
sinners.9 He is the great I am. He was the high priest but he qualified himself and he only 
had to do it one time. 

     But what did his work accomplish? We know why he was born, he was born to die, but 
why did he have to die? Because of what his work did in that what it accomplished. He 
accomplished two things that equal one thing. I want to try to teach you something this 
morning. I don't claim to know everything. I even had to look this word up to figure out 
how to spell it. There are two things, two main key things that got this whole salvation 
process kicked off with the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 1. Expiation;10 You say, "What 
in the world is expiation?" Well, let me tell you before I explain to you what expiation is, let 
me tell you what the second thing was: we have expiation and we have propitiation. Those 
two things are what the cross accomplished that started the salvation process. 

     Now, first of all, we need to understand what expiation is. You say, "Brother Doug, what 
in the world are you preaching?" I'm preaching the Bible this morning, amen? Listen to me, 
this is what the work of the cross accomplished, the first work: expiation is the exit or the 
removal of guilt, the guilt that is inherent by man's sin. So what God did by the work of the 
cross, he removed your guilty verdict from you. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
9  New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013),  
Hebrews 7:26. 
 
10 “Expiation is the act that results in the change of God’s disposition toward us. It is what Christ did on the cross, 
and the result of Christ’s work of expiation is propitiation—God’s anger is turned away. The distinction is the same 
as that between the ransom that is paid and the attitude of the one who receives the ransom.” Dr. R. C. Sproul. 
(2016) “What Do Expiation and Propitiation Mean?” The Truth of the Cross, accessed March 30, 2016. 
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/two-important-words-good-friday-expiation-and-propitiation/ 
 

http://www.ligonier.org/blog/two-important-words-good-friday-expiation-and-propitiation/
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     Now, what is the second work? Propitiation. 11 The work of the cross accomplished 
expiation but it also accomplished propitiation. What is propitiation? The removal of God's 
wrath by means of payment to appease his wrath to maintain his holiness. God removed 
that guilt from you being a guilty sinner and deserving hell. No, he removed the guilt by 
expiation and then he removed the penalty of that guilt by propitiation.  

     Those two together equal reconciliation. Expiation plus propitiation equal reconciliation. 
That's why he had to die. He reconciled many sons unto glory. Christ accomplished the 
redemptive work that the Father purposed for those whom he chose. This is the work of 
expiation, propitiation which equals reconciliation to make Christ qualified, worthy to 
become the captain of our salvation through what? Through his sufferings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
11 “This means the turning away of wrath by an offering. It is similar to expiation but expiation does not carry the 
nuances involving wrath. For the Christian the propitiation was the shed blood of Jesus on the cross. It turned 
away the wrath of God so that He could pass "over the sins previously committed" (Romans 3:25). It was the 
Father who sent the Son to be the propitiation (1 John 4:10) for all (1 John 2:2).” Matt Slick, (2013). “Propitiation” 
Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry, Dictionary of Theology: accessed April 25, 2016. 
http://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/ctd/p/propitiation.html 

http://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/ctd/p/propitiation.html
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