
Application of Salvation (Part 1)
(Ordo Salutis)

Introduction

-The Father plans salvation (Rom. 8:29; 2 Tim. 1:9); the Son accomplishes salvation (Luke 19:10; Gal. 
 4:4, 5); the Holy Spirit applies salvation (Rom. 5:5; 1 Thess. 1:5). 

-Pactum Salutis (covenant of redemption); Historia Salutis (history of salvation); Ordo Salutis (order of 
 salvation) 

-The validity of assigning order to the basic elements of salvation (Eph. 1:13; Rom. 8:29, 30) 

I. The Backdrop (Setting) of the Ordo Salutis: Total Depravity

J. C. Ryle: “There are very few errors and false doctrines of which the beginning may not be traced 
up to unsound views about the corruption of human nature. Wrong views of a disease will always 
bring with them wrong views of a remedy. Wrong views of the corruption of human nature will 
always carry with them wrong views of the grand antidote and cure of that corruption.” 

-Extent of corruption, not degree

BCF 6:2: “All became dead in sin and completely defiled in all the capabilities and parts of soul and 
  body.”

Murray (CW Vol. 2 pp. 85, 86): “Man in his natural state is psychologically, morally, and 
spiritually incapable of the understanding, affection, and will which will enable him to be subject to 
the law of God, respond to the gospel of His grace, appreciate the things of the Spirit of God, or do 
the things well-pleasing to Him.”

-Unbelievers are spiritually dead (Eph. 2:1; Rom. 5:12); enslaved (Rom. 6:17, 18, 20, 22; 2 Tim. 2:25, 
26); blind and deaf (Mark 4:11, 12; 2 Cor. 4:3, 4); uninstructable (1 Cor. 2:14; 1 Thess. 1:5); sinful by   
ancestry (Rom. 5:12), by birth (Ps. 51:5), and by practice (Gen. 6:5). 
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-Therefore men need to be born again (John 3:7; Eph. 2:1, 4, 5). 

II. The Proper Content of the Ordo Salutis

-Calling/Regeneration; Faith and Repentance; Justification; Adoption; The Gift of the HS; 
 Sanctification; Glorification. 

III. The Types of Order Associated With the Ordo Salutis 

-Temporal Order: order in time (Titus 3:5; 1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 5:9)

-Causal Order: order indicating instrumentality, means or conditions (Acts 2:38) 

-Logical Order: order according to reason and facts 

IV. The Development of the Ordo Salutis 

-See Diagrams 1, 2, 3

V. The Crucial Issue Raised by the Ordo Salutis

-Sacerdotal Ordo

BAPTISM → REGENERATION

-Arminian Ordo

FAITH → REGENERATION

-Reformed Ordo 

REGENERATION → FAITH


