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Order of worship for June 3rd, Communion Sunday 
 
Text: John 8:39-47 
Title: “Origins” 
 
Call to Worship: Psalm 145 and Prayer 
 
Theme: God’s sovereign election as comfort and challenge: how do we respond?  
 
 

Sunday Night in the Word 
The Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5:1-12, the Beatitudes 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm in the Music Building 
 

Pre Service Song: 
 “Heaven Came Down”   Song # 510 
  

Welcome and Announcements 
  

Children’s Ministries Promotion 
  

Call to Worship and Prayer    Psalm 145 
  

Preparing the Heart in Song: 
 “Grace Alone”       overhead 
  

Message:  “Origins”         John 8:39-47 
          Pastor John Bronson 
  

Response to the Word: 
 “Power of the Cross”      overhead 
  

Offering and Offertory 
  

Special Music:       “Father I Adore You” 
  

The Lord’s Supper: 
 Coming to the Table: 
  “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 
          overhead 
 Invitation to the Supper and Prayers of 
  Confession and Consecration 
 Distribution of the Elements 
  

Song of Gladness for God’s Grace: 
 “Amazing Love”    Song # 351 
  

Parting Word of Grace and Invitation to Prayer 
  

Sunday Evening Studies: 
         5:30-7 pm in the Music Building 
          The Sermon on the Mount 
           Matthew 5:1-12, the Beatitudes 
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“The Prayer Closet” 
  

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 
(Colossians 4:2a) 

  

This week let us be united in praying that: 
Sheryl Jackson: that God will give physical and emotional strength as she rushes toward 

final exams, report cards, the awards assembly, and the elementary closing program at 
the William Carey Academy in Bangladesh; that the school will stay open until the 
closing date in spite of political turmoil; that she will continue to trust the Lord for her 
future; for a safe three-day trip to the United States, arriving in Oroville on June 27.  

President Obama: the Lord will protect him and his family from all harm; the Spirit will 
open his heart and mind to the truth; the Father will enable him to love justice and rule 
wisely for peace and the restraint of evil 

Youth Ministry: the transition to a new leadership team will go smoothly and quickly 
develop effective ministry; Caleb will be well received by the Youth as this summer’s 
Intern; the ministry will draw in both our own youth and many from the community 
during this summer 

Military or Public Service Personnel of the Week: SPC Rebecca Wagenaar, Army (sister of 
Pam & Augie Cervantes): that her husband find a civilian job soon in addition to his 
reserves duty and that the Lord give them clear leading to where they move to if needed 
for him to find a job 

Please pray for the health and recovery of our church family:  Carol Bernerd, Harley 
Chapman Sr., Nathan Giordano, Diane Kinnamont, Carol Koehler,  Mike Kokoletsos, 
Volker Ladendorf, Roseanne Lane, Dick & Jane Miller, John Montgomery, Fred & Jean 
Pauly, Phil Peterson, Jean Price, Cindy Rodney, John Stancik, Wally Yates 

(please call the office to request updates to this list) 
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Today we are continuing our stud of John’s Gospel. The title for today is “Origins”. I have to say I wrestled in my 
heart when I realized that this study was going to come on the day when we take the [Lord’s] Supper together. For 
you have to know that what Jesus has to say to His opponents, the scribes and Pharisees basically, in this section [I 
am asking you to open to John’s Gospel 8:39-47], what Jesus has to say at this point is very troubling; it is 
disturbing to us, and you will understand that immediately when you begin to hear the words. What we always 
need to do when we come into these narrative sections is, you want to ask the Spirit of God to talk to you. Find 
yourself [by] letting the Spirit of God locate you in this dialogue. Do you identify with Jesus? Do you identify with 
the scribes and Pharisees? Do you identify with some onlooker standing on the sidelines observing this process? All 
of us want the Spirit of God to talk to us, so we put ourselves in a position that kind of puts us inside the drama 
that is unfolding. This is a drama. If you have been with us you know that this is part of an ongoing conversation. 
And in this conversation that Jesus is having with these scribes and Pharisees, gradually the intensity, the emotional 
intensity of the conflict between Jesus and these people is rising. It just goes up and up and up as Jesus continues to 
try to open their hearts and minds to the truth about God and they keep [saying] “No! No! No!” So you want to 
catch that and sense that rising intensity of a clash that is occurring between the One that we know is the Son of 
God and they refused to know that. I am beginning at v. 39 of chapter 8. 

“They answered Jesus – we are walking into a conversation; they are responding to what Jesus said, and 
they say – ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing 
what Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
This is not what Abraham did. You are doing what your father did. – Long pause: that is what would have 
happened in their minds. They would have said, “What?” – “They said to Him, ‘We were not born of 
sexual immorality.’ – Do you catch the implication? – ‘We have one father, even God.’ Jesus said to them, 
‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own 
accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my 
words. You are of your father, the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning and has nothing to do with the truth because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do 
not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of 
God.” 

 
Any sober consideration of what Jesus just said would make your blood run cold. I think in short statement Jesus 
declares that the inability of the Pharisees to understand and to believe what He has to say is because of their 
origin, which is distinct from His origin. What He has said is that they are of the devil, but He is from God. In 
this conversation, as you watch the dialogue unfold, you realize that Jesus is not denying that they were born of 
Abraham: v. 37, “I know that you are offspring of Abraham…” That is a reference to their physical descent. 
Further, Jesus is certainly not making any comments regarding Satan’s ability to actually create anything. He is not 
saying that Satan created these people as distinct from God being the Creator. God created them as He creates all 
beings. But the point is that Satan has shaped them, because through Adam’s rebellion along with all humanity 
[they] were given over to the authority and power of the prince of the power of the air. What Jesus is saying in 
conversation with these people, these men, [is that] He recognizes that there is in them a willing submission to 
Satan such that they are stamped with Satan’s character, and they replicate his choices and reasoning. So His 
description of Satan – they are liars like Satan is a liar; he was a murderer from the beginning, they are murderers. 
Jesus does not say, He does not even imply that when these men were created in Adam that they were evil. In the 
beginning they were created by God and they were good, but they have fallen, and in their fallen condition they 
have been taken over by the character and the power of Satan. That is what Jesus says. 
 
Jesus says that only those who are of God can hear the words of God. That’s true even if they are born of 
Abraham’s family. For a Jew this is going to be profoundly troubling, because their understanding is that if they are 
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a member of the bloodline of Abraham, they are the covenant people of God! Jesus is simply saying, “No! That is 
not the way it works.” Of course they are of Abraham’s line, his bloodline. So was Ishmael, and so was Esau. 
 
If there is a dominant underlying principle or truth running through the passage, I would say that it is the principle 
of affinity. I will give you a brief definition of affinity that comes out of Webster’s Dictionary. Affinity refers to a 
relationship by marriage: distinguished from “consanguinity, which is a relationship by blood. Affinity refers to 
close relationship, connection. A third definition is “a similarity of structure, as of species or languages, implying 
common origin; family resemblance.” Affinity: Jesus is saying that these men have no affinity with Him, reflecting 
the fact that they have no affinity with God. 
 
In verses 34-36, Jesus makes this glorious statement: “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin – now here’s the glorious part – The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So 
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” When He makes that statement Jesus is contrasting Himself with 
a slave. He says a slave does not remain in the house forever but the son does remain forever. You need to know 
that that would not have been an obvious truth to His listeners. There was nothing at all unusual about slaves who 
were born, raised, served and died in the house where they served. It is not automatically obvious that slaves go off 
someplace. That is not what He is saying. Slavery has been part of the human experience almost from the 
beginning. Even today, I think most of you do know, that slavery is protected by the Quran and is widely practiced 
throughout the Mid-east; not very often publicized, but it is practiced. Jesus was not pointing to either the life span 
or the continuity of servitude, but to the authority and the influence and the power of a son as opposed to a slave. 
The decisions and determinations of a slave could always be overturned by the master or by the master’s son [if he 
was of age]. It was assumed that the master and the son would agree.  
 
What you and I need to grasp, and what Jesus wanted these Pharisees to understand, what He has tried to drive 
home to their understanding in the entirety of the conversation is that He and His Father agree on what He is 
doing, that they are united in what they are presenting and what they are asking of the scribes and Pharisees. It has 
been the consistent message of Jesus that His calling and His work is to set people free: that is what He has come 
to do. He is the redeemer. The issue is whether or not that message was heard and received and believed.  
 
As we saw in 8:31-33, the Jews were insistent that the birthright of freedom came to them through the covenant of 
the law based upon their consanguinity their bloodline. Notice what Jesus says in vv. 37-38. Here He indicates the 
enormous breach, the distance between Him and the Pharisees and the scribes. He says here, “I know that you are 
offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. I speak of what I have seen 
with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.” This is why I stopped here [when first reading 
the passage.] Whoa! That would be like [my son] Caleb walking up to [my son] Ian and saying, “My father and 
your father are not the same!” That is flat out nonsense.  
 
Jesus therefore is standing in front of them and both He and they know that He, Jesus, is a Jew. They know that; of 
course they know that. He is a Jew and He speaks to these men and flatly states that they have different fathers: 
origins. That is rude at best. Jesus tells these men why He has said this. He says the reason I have said this is 
because My word finds no place in you. And yet my words simply relate what I have seen of my Father and have 
heard from Him and have come to tell you. Their behavior, Jesus says, is proof, it demonstrates, that they are under 
orders from a different father, a different origin. The Jews heard God’s communications as static, not a life and 
wisdom. They heard God’s Word as a source of irritation, not as a source of blessing. Jesus says that. We are just 
not on the same page!  
 
It was those words, that confrontation by Jesus, which evoked the response by the scribes and Pharisees described 
in verse 39. They claim to be Abraham’s children. This is the claim of consanguinity: they are of Abraham’s 
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bloodline. Of course, so is Jesus, and they know this. If you go through scripture you’ll go back and you might 
realize that God’s promise to David was a promise to his bloodline. What He said was, it will always be the case 
that someone of your bloodline, your family, will sit on the throne. But that is not the promise that He made to 
Abraham. The promise that He made to Abraham was a promise to those who live by faith, specifically to those 
who had the same kind of faith in the promise that Abraham has. You see this with clarity, Paul spells it out, in 
Romans 4:11-12. This is what he says, “[Abraham] received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness 
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father [origins] of all who 
believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, and to make him the 
father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our 
father Abraham had before he was circumcised.” What is the basis of our identification and agreement with 
Abraham? It is faith, not blood. Paul’s point is that the true children of Abraham are those of like faith. He makes 
the same point perhaps even more forcefully in Romans 9:6-13. Listen: 

“For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because 
they are his offspring, but ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.’ This means that it is not the 
children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 
For this is what the promise said: ‘About this time next year I will return and Sarah shall have a son.’ And 
not only so, but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they 
were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election 
might continue, not because of works but because of his call—she was told, ‘The older will serve the 
younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’” 

 
The point is this: to have faith in the promise was to have faith in the One Who had promised. It connects us, it 
ties us to God. But the scribes and Pharisees do not recognize God’s voice. Jesus says, “…you seek to kill me, a 
man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did.” The problem here is not 
bloodlines. The problem is affinity, an affinity of souls which draws them together forming a close connection. 
You need to understand that the way Jesus deals with us is not according to our bloodlines. Rather Jesus as Savior 
seeks to woo His bride. He comes consistently with the message: “I love you; love Me in return.” Indeed, if you go 
to the end of the Gospel of John in what is probably one of the most dramatic scenes of reconciliation you will 
listen while Jesus says to Peter, who three times had denied [Jesus] on the night of His betrayal. [Jesus says] to him 
three times: “Peter, do you love Me? Peter do you love Me? Peter, do you love Me?” That is what Jesus wants to 
know. That, by the way, is what [the communion table] is about: do you love Me? The answer is critically 
important. 
 
The scribes and Pharisees in our little conversation here [recognize it] is shifting away from bloodlines but they 
cannot comprehend that fully, so completely are their minds fixed upon that as the answer for their own eternal 
wellbeing. So in response to the clear implication that there is something the matter with their origin, they say, “We 
are not born of immorality; we have one Father, even God.” Their answer weaves together two issues. First, they are 
rightly born children from rightly married parents: nothing illegitimate about me or them. Secondly, furthermore 
we have been raised up [with] and we are following the right rules and we are doing the right stuff.  
 
Now you come to verse 42. In verse 42 Jesus lands square on the real issue. He says, “If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not 
understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word.” The real issue is not whether or not they are 
“proper folk”. The real issue is not are they proper folk whose lives are without moral shadow and who live proper 
lives according to the proper rules. That is not the issue. The issue is whether or not they love God. That is what 
He says. The issue is whether or not they listen for God. The issue is whether or not they long for the 
companionship of God. The issue is whether or not out of that love they desire to please Him. Jesus says that their 
deafness to Him indicates a deafness to God the Father and that deafness results from the intense pain that they 
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experience when they hear the voice of God. Jesus’ words, you recognize at this point are rude. They do not merely 
imply unpleasant or unsavory things about the scribes and Pharisees, they state them openly: you are of the devil! 
Coming from Jesus, those are hair raising, horrifying statements. They are made to those whose response to the 
Word of God is incomprehension and irritation and the desire to shut it off because they don’t want to hear what 
God has to say.  
 
This is not the only time this sort of thing comes up. Jesus is saying they have no affinity, no sense of mutual 
attraction; they manifest no inner force which causes them to be one with God and stay one with Him. If they did, 
He says, you would love me. This happens once again later on in John10:3-5. You might recognize this; I will just 
mention it briefly. Jesus is talking about shepherds and sheep and this is what He says: “…he who enters by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not 
know the voice of strangers.” These men, Jesus says, do not recognize His voice as that of the true shepherd. I think 
it is fair for us to understand Jesus to the effect that Jesus is saying His words and actions should have rung so true 
to the character and purpose of God that any who truly love God would have been powerfully, not to say 
irresistibly drawn to Jesus as in fact the true spokesman for God.  
 
Obviously the response of these men was very different. What Jesus says in v. 43 is that they cannot bear to hear 
His word. That is an emotional reaction so strong that it clouds their reason and blocks their understanding. 
Hearing Jesus is painful to them, very painful. Remember earlier John had written this: “…everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.” So they duck from 
the light! They run from the sound of His voice! They put shields over their eyes and muffs over their ears.  
 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 2:15-16 is no less explicit in this dividing and separating effect of the Word of God. This is 
what Paul says: “…we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for 
these things,” Paul says. Spiritually Jesus explains their incomprehension of Him as evidence of the true origin of 
their bent of mind and will. Verse 34, you are of your father the devil and your will is to do your father’s desires.  
 
What follows is Jesus’ description of the mind and will of Satan. “He was a murderer from the beginning, and has 
nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies.” Beloved, you and I both know that at this time in history our nation, our whole 
culture is in the throes of a huge struggle with the very concept of truth. That debate does not arise from a neutral 
consideration of philosophical facts. Those in our nation who have performed the fifty five million abortions are 
washing their hands and saying, “What is truth?” Virtually every government agency and every media source in our 
culture is echoing the same truth, “What is truth? Don’t fuss about it; just move along, go along, spend your money 
and make the economy go.” We are invited to dance the dance of those who pretend there is no judgment and 
there is no reckoning for there is no sacred truth and no holy God in heaven who watches over the lives of men and 
nations and babies, and even babies in the womb. If you examine and listen carefully to the unfolding dialogue 
amongst the so-called political elite of our culture you will begin to hear profound irrationality and self-destructive 
policies that will clearly demonstrate to anyone who is willing to listen that we are a nation running away from 
God, because the truth of God is too painful to hear.  
 
Verse 45 Jesus says the reason the scribes and Pharisees do not believe in Him is because He tells the truth. This is 
deeply ironic. It is not because He is a sinner and untrustworthy. If you go through the scriptures you will realize 
after a while that no one ever convicts Jesus of sin. They trump up charges. Even when He broke the so-called rules 
of the Sabbath they knew full well He was not breaking any of the fundamental rules of the Law; He was only 
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breaking some of the rules and statutes they had added on because they thought they would “improve” things. 
Whoever is of God hears the word of God, He says in verse 47, the reason you do not hear is that you are not of 
God. 
 
Now I am going to point out how we are supposed to respond to this. This is horrible, right? You should have all 
gone to the Baptists down the road today and not listened to this message. This is a horrible message! I hope you 
realize I am just as bothered by it as you are. I could have read something else! Philippians would have been nice! 
But that is too bad. All scripture is inspired by God and profitable. So what is the profit here? How can we 
respond? 
 
The first thing to recognize is that what Jesus specifies as the condition of the scribes and Pharisees Paul tells us is 
the condition of all humanity. The condition of all men under the bondage of sin and Satan: what is their 
condition? They are blind to the truth.  We convince ourselves that our happiness is really what God says is our 
misery; that our bondage is our freedom. I cannot tell you how many conversations I have had with people who are 
enslaved to some habit and they will tell me, “I have the right and the freedom to be engaged in this self-destructive 
and immoral activity, even as a Christian. Who are you to judge, pastor?” As their personal life dissolves and all the 
relationships in which they are engaged become deeper and more deeply compromised,[they continue to declare,] 
“My freedom in Christ says I can do this.” [So] says the fool, who can no longer listen to the Word of God. We 
tell ourselves that our anger is just. We tell ourselves that our greed is righteous. “I have the right to get and pile up 
in my private possession as much as I can.” Then of course, “ if you really knew me I’m a good guy; I’m basically a 
good guy and I’m sure God loves me.” So, that is the condition. But what Paul says in Ephesians 2:1-3 is this: 
“You were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all 
– did you hear that? “Among who we all, all of us! – once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.”  
 
There is a consequence here. Let me ask you a question: just answer God in the privacy of your heart. Are you 
saved? Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? Do you long to hear the Word of God? Do 
you love the gospel? If you can say yes to anything that I have just asked, you need to understand that you are a 
living miracle of God’s grace: you are a living miracle of the saving grace of God. You never ever would have gotten 
to this place on your own. The Lord God of heaven has intervened into your life. He has opened your mind, He 
has made tender your heart, and He has laid the name of His Son Jesus Christ on you. He has purchased through 
His Son’s blood, He has drawn you to Himself and you are a new creature by His grace. Amen! The life of anyone 
who has known that and can say that should be a continual song of rejoicing and thanksgiving, because by His 
grace you have escaped the deathtrap of Satan. How about, “Hallelujah?” – You’re just almost like a bunch of 
Presbyterians! I can’t believe it. – You and I can scarcely comprehend the quality of joy and the depth of the 
amazement that is ours! God says, “You are Mine! I have redeemed you and I shall never let you go.” We are held 
in His hands against all the schemes of the evil one, and that is amazing.  
 
But of course there is the other side. That has to be addressed. What if, in fact, you find the words of Jesus 
incomprehensible because you are not a believer? What if you find Jesus words painful and you have no delight in 
them? What if you find that they are unbearable? Or what if you find they are just empty mutterings, and they 
don’t strike home? What if you find those who talk about the Lord and the way of salvation to be imperious, 
judgmental, condescending? Or what if, when you are around Christians, you are overwhelmed with the stench of 
hypocrisy? What do you do? Remember that it is the business of Jesus to set people free. That is why He came. But 
the pathway to freedom is along the lines of truth. So you have to admit the truth. There is probably no more 
tragic thing than to have a nonbeliever sit in the midst of a congregation for year after year after year after year, and 
never have the courage to say to him or herself, “You know, I really don’t believe all this; I don’t get this, I just 
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don’t get it.” Instead, to be nice, to be polite, they bury it so that it is hidden. You can’t do that. You cannot lie to 
God: don’t lie to yourself. So admit the truth and then cry out to God. Admit the truth and ask God to separate 
His truth from those who speak it so you can just hear the truth. Ask God to set you free from the spirit of 
condemnation. Ask God to help you to hear His inviting you, that He is accepting you, that He wants to meet you 
in Christ. For that is the purpose of God in His Son Jesus. He can set you free; no one else can. 
 
Please pray with me: our Father in heaven we give you thanks. Your grace is greater than our sin. Your truth is 
greater than the lies we tell ourselves. Your love is greater than our self-hatred and our hatred of You. So we cry 
out to You. Grant to us the gift that we might believe, to realize how much You love us in Christ and by Your 
grace to lay claim to the promise that we shall be forgiven and be new creatures by Your grace. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Questions for Understanding and Application: 
1. What role do you see your personal origins playing in the decisions you make, specifically your coming to faith 

in Christ? What do you see as the most important influences shaping your life? 
 
 
2. What in life attracts, interests or draws you?  
 
 
3. Would you say the effect of faith is the experience of freedom? What is your definition of freedom? 
 
 
4. How do you distinguish between the voice of God and the voice of Satan seeking to influence you? 
 
 
5. How did God draw you into the life of faith? 
 
 
6. What most effectively draws you to God? 
 
 
7. How do people try to “sweeten” or make palatable the seemingly “bitter” word of God? 
 
 
8. Reviewing your own life, at this point are you running to or away from God? How do you most often or 

characteristically suppress the truth or lie to yourself? 
 
 
9. What falsehoods regarding God has God cleared away from your mind since you came to faith?  
 
 
10. How might you more consistently and effectively express your gladness and thanks for being saved?  
 
 
11. If you cannot yet bear the word of God, what is the chief obstacle to set you free? 


