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The Attributes of Sin, Part 4 

The Warning1 
In September 1983, Avianca Airlines flight 011 crashed just short of the runway of Barajas International 
Airport in Madrid, Spain.  In this crash 181 people were killed. 
 
When investigators arrived at the scene of the mountainside crash, they made a shocking discovery.  The 
“black box” cockpit recorder revealed that several minutes before impact a shrill, computer-synthesized 
voice from the Boeing 747-200’s automatic warning system told the crew repeatedly in English, “Pull up! 
Pull up!”  The pilot, evidently thinking the system was malfunctioning, snapped, “Shut up, Gringo!” and 
switched the system off!  Moments later the plane flew into the side of a mountain.  
 
Isn’t that amazing? 
 
A message so plain, so clear, was voiced to the pilot.  And yet he chose to ignore it and hundreds paid the 
price.   
 
Now I hope you see the application because it is unmistakable! Morally and spiritually speaking, we are that 
pilot.  Every day, the warning is sounded, “Beware of sin! Pull up! Stop! Don’t go any further!”  The world 
hears the message.  And yet sadly, so many respond as did the Spaniard, “Shut up!” 

                                                 
1 Dr. John McArthur, The Vanishing Conscience, Thomas Nelson (March 8, 2005), ISBN-10: 0785271813, page 36 



 
 

 
Where are the warnings being sounded today? Who is telling us to, “Beware of Sin?”  The message is not 
on T.V. or radio, so where is it being proclaimed? 
 
Thus far in our examination of the attributes of sin, we have seen that sin 
 

• Knows No Shame, 1 Samuel 10:17. 
• Always is a Rejection of God, 1 Samuel 10:18-19a. 
• Is Disappointing, 1 Samuel 10:19b-22. 
• Looks so Good, 1 Samuel 10:23-24. 

Sin Is Not Without Warning 
 
Let’s look now at the fifth characteristic revealed in this passage regarding sin:  Sin is not without warning!  
 

1 Samuel 10:25, “Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom2, and wrote it in a book, and 
laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house.” 

 
This is a significant statement for upon hearing about the “ordinances of the kingdom” we immediately are 
brought back to Deuteronomy 17.  As far back as the time of Moses, God promised that the day would come 
when He would give a king to His people.  As such, Moses prophesied about that day and so gave 
instructions, or the ordinances of the king. 
 

Deuteronomy 17:18-20, “And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall 
write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:  And it shall 
be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his 
God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them:  That his heart be not lifted up 
above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: 
to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.” 

 
At Joash’s coronation we read once again the kingly instructions: 
 

2 Kings 11:12, “And he brought forth the king’s son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the 
testimony; and they made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God save 
the king.” 

 
Jehoiada, who at this time was the high priest, gave Joash the ordinance of the kingdom.  Most scholars 
believe that this was a document containing the instructions of Deuteronomy 17:18-20.  Family of God, 
scholarship is quick to quote these passages in reference to the ordinances of the kingdom which Samuel 
here instructed Israel. Accordingly, it is suggested that when Samuel presented Saul to the people, the 
prophet turned to the king and then outlined his responsibility as Israel’s first monarch. 
 
However, there is a problem with this interpretation.  Samuel here is NOT addressing the king, BUT the 
people.   Thus to presume that Samuel gave an address at this time which was intended exclusively for the 
king doesn’t make sense. Again, notice the wording of this text, “Then Samuel told the people the manner 
of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the LORD” (1 Samuel 10:25). 
 

                                                 
2 Or “ordinances or regulations of the Kingdom”  
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Do you see it? Samuel here is addressing the people, not the king.  And that brings us therefore to another- 
and many would argue3 a more viable interpretation. If you are incredibly sharp, which I am not, you will 
have noticed that this is NOT the first time that we have addressed the phrase, “the ordinances or manner 
of the kingdom.” This statement is also found in 1 Samuel 8. 
 

1 Samuel 8:9, “Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and 
shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.” 

 
This passage clearly tells us what the manner of the king would be in the following verses. 
 

1 Samuel 8:11-18, “And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will 
take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall 
run before his chariots.  And he will appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties; and 
will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and 
instruments of his chariots.  And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and 
to be bakers.  And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of 
them, and give them to his servants.  And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and 
give to his officers, and to his servants.  And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and 
your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work.  He will take the tenth of your 
sheep: and ye shall be his servants.  And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall 
have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day.” 

 
Now brothers and sisters, when a statement repeated three times in three chapters all pertaining to the same 
topic, it is reasonable to assume that all three reference the same thing.   In light of this, the implication is 
that the ordinances or the manner of the king found in 1 Samuel 10:25 address NOT the responsibility 
which the king had before God (i.e., that which is detailed in Deuteronomy 17) BUT the lawless “rule” 
detailed in 1 Samuel 8 which this king like the nations would exercise. 
 
Samuel is giving a written, and therefore an official warning of the rule that Saul would exercise and that 
their sin earned.  In fact, it couldn’t be clearer in light the next statement.  
 

1 Samuel 10:25, “Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and 
laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house.” 

 
This was a common practice at the creation of a covenant between God and man and that is exactly what is 
going on here.  At this point in redemptive history, the Lord and His people are entering into a covenant, not 
just Saul and God!  And the idea behind Samuel writing the ordinances of the king in a book and placing it 
before the Lord is to establish a witness such that there would be a greater import behind the covenantal 
obligations binding Israel to God.  
 
Joshua did the exact same thing. 
 

Joshua 24:26-28, “And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, 
and set it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. And Joshua said unto all the 
people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the LORD which 

                                                 
3 Compare Ronald F. Youngblood’s commentary, Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 
Samuel: Volume , HarperCollins Canada / Zondervan Books (Feb 1 1992), pages 631, 632 ISBN-10: 0310364507.  In it he 
propounds that for which I am arguing here and gives numerous commentators who agree with the interpretation. 
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he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God. So Joshua let the 
people depart, every man unto his inheritance.” 

 
When Israel and God entered into a covenantal relationship in the Old Testament, there was a need for a 
“witness.”  And the purpose of this witness was to ensure that man held up his side of the bargains.  “And 
Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto (against) us” (Joshua 24:27).  
When Israel entered into a covenant with God, Moses commanded the Levites this way: 
 

Deuteronomy 31:25, “Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.” 

 
It is in the same vein that Samuel here is said to have recorded the “ordinances of the kingdom” and “placed 
it before the Lord.” The implication arising from this is clear:  Israel’s relationship with God is changing.  
Not only have they been a holy nation, but now they would be a holy nation ruled by an earthly king, who 
by the way would be a sinner and so harm them in many ways.  Now to serve as a perpetual reminder to the 
people of God that they got what they asked for, the Lord had Samuel record the “the ordinance of the king” 
in a book and place it before the Lord such that when the people, “cried out in that day because of your king 
whom you have chosen for yourselves the Lord did not answer them in that day” (1 Samuel 8:18 
paraphrase). This was so the people would know that God is just and that they were receiving exactly what 
they bargained for when they rejected God in favor of their sin! 
 
What an ominous warning! And yet that is what accompanied the people’s sin here!  And with this I hope 
you see another important attribute of sin that it always comes with a warning!   There never will be a 
man, woman, or child who could say “unfair, I did not know that would happen!  How can God hold me 
accountable to something that I never knew?” 
 
And yet you say, “That may be true of Israel under Samuel, but how does this apply to me today or to the 
world at large? How is this message (as I said in my introduction) proclaimed to mankind today?” 

Without Excuse 
 
Paul in the book of Romans teaches us that the non-Christian will stand before God without excuse on 
Judgment Day.  Truly on that day, no man will be able to stand before God and say, “I didn’t know!” 
 

Romans 1:18, “or the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” 

 
The picture here is that God has instructed all of mankind as to what is right and true. Yet they are 
suppressing that truth.  The unbeliever is purposefully holding back or down the truth because it reminds 
them of their own unrighteousness.  Now in explanation of this, Paul continues: 
 

Romans 1:19, “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed 
it unto them.” 

 
This verbal adjective, may be known of God, is indicating that which is knowable. Thus, it is not that 
everything there is to know about God is evident.  Rather, that which is capable of being known about God 
apart from the word of God, is evident, or manifest in them. 
 
This word manifest refers to something that is shining.  Thus the truth is out in the open, shinning, and 
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revealed in its true character. So that Paul continues: 
 

Romans 1:19, “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed 
it unto them.” 

 
God’s true nature and character is revealed to man, [literally this means that God is in their midst] because 
God has declared Himself to them.  This indeed is an amazing statement!  It is not that men, acting on their 
own initiative, discover God.  Rather it is that God actively reveals the truth of Himself to every man. 
 
It is as though that which is knowable about God is as the sun shinning forth in great radiance.  And God in 
His providence diverts that brilliant radiance directly into the eyes of every man.  From this we conclude 
that no person can plead ignorance of God. For even without God's Word, every man has ALWAYS 
received and CONTINUES to receive God's revelation of Himself.  Paul preaching in Lystra said this: 
 

Acts 14:16-17, “Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.  Nevertheless he left 
not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, 
filling our hearts with food and gladness.” 

 
John speaks of Christ as “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” (John 1:9). 
This is NOT the saving knowledge of God.  Rather, this is general knowledge of God for which every man 
is accountable.  Because of this Paul could say that God is “not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:27). 
 
Thus here we see that God has so ordered the universe that through it He shines that which is knowable 
about Himself into the eyes of every person.  And yet this raises the question: “How does He do this?"  
Paul tells us how: 
 

Romans 1:20, “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse:” 
 

From the very beginning God has displayed His unseen qualities, those qualities that are not seen by the 
physical eye.  They are His eternal power and divine nature.  God’s eternal power references God’s 
omnipotence which brought all things into being from nothing and sustains all things by that same word.  
God’s divine nature summarizes all the other attributes of God which constitute Divinity, the fact that God 
is and therefore demands our reverence and obedience. 
 
Now again these qualities are "invisible"- they cannot be perceived by the senses.  And yet Paul says that 
they nevertheless are “clearly seen.” How is this so? 
 

Romans 1:20, “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse:” 

 
Paul says these invisible qualities are being perceived with the mind.  And our mind sees the invisible things 
because it the created things are observable to our senses. In other words, when we see the created world, 
regardless of what our mind might tell us on account of what we have been taught, our soul and thus our 
conscience receives the message loud and clear  
 

• God is. 
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• He is almighty. 
• He is worthy of all honor, devotion, worship, and obedience. 

 
Psalm 19:1-2, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.  Day 
unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.” 
 
Psalm 50:6, “And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah.” 
 
Psalm 8:1, “O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above 
the heavens.” 
 
Isaiah 40:26, “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out 
their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in 
power; not one faileth.” 

 
And what is the conclusion? With what are we to walk away from this passage? Paul closes his teaching 
with these words:  “so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).  Indeed man may plead 
 

• That he is ignorant.  
• That because he has never heard or read God's Word it would be unjust for him to be punished for 

his sin or to bear its consequences.   
• That no one ever told him. 

 
Yet Paul's point here is that all of these excuses are but a smokescreen! Through His creation, God shines 
into the eyes of every man the testimony that He is, that He is almighty, and that He is worthy to be praised.  
 
And those who miss this do so 
 

• NOT because our world is so tarnished that God's glory is hard to see. Indeed God's glory is shining 
into their eyes. 

•  Rather it is because their heart and soul is so dark that they REFUSE to see! 
 

Luke 11:34, “The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is 
full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.” 
 
John 6:36, “But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.” 
 
John 15:24, “If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: 
but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.” 
 

Brothers and sisters, I hope you see it.  When it comes to this world and our moral obligations before God, 
no man can plead innocent.  For built into the foundation of this world is the testimony of God  
 

• His creation.  
• His existence.  **and**   
• Our moral responsibility to Him. 

 
Romans 2:14-15, “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in 
the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:  Which shew the work of the law written 

 6



 
 

in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another). 

 
And that is why when we read of Samuel here recording the “ordinances of the kingdom” and placing them 
“before the Lord” as a warning to God’s people of the dire consequences of their sin we understand this to 
be true of all mankind, everywhere!  Truly the testimony has gone forth 
 

• Sin is wrong.   
• Sin is hurtful.   
• Sin brings death! 

 
You say, “If this is true, then why don’t more people run from sin?” 
 
We have already answered this in part last time.   While sin  
 

• Knows No Shame, 1 Samuel 10:17. 
• Always is a Rejection of God, 1 Samuel 10:18-19a.   
• Is Disappointing, 1 Samuel 10:19b-22. 

 
Nevertheless it looks so good (1 Samuel 10:23-24) that —and don’t miss this  — at all times we are being 
enticed to sin we want to believe that  
 

• It won’t hurt. 
• It only will make you happy.  
• Without it you won’t ever reach your potential.   
• With it you will be complete. 

 
And thus along with the testimony of God, this is a message that always can be heard at all places at all 
times! And what you do tomorrow will be determined by your response 
 

• Today.  
• When it doesn’t matter.  
• When the temptation is subtle.   
• When no one is watching. 

The Care of a Rose 
 
Years ago I worked in a plant nursery where I learned the rudimentary ins and outs of roses.  If  you damage 
the root system of a rose at any time-, whether that be through a depravation of water, or giving it too much 
fertilizer you will permanently impede its ability to produce its flower?  One cannot be too careful with a 
rose plant if you want it to yield its fruit. The smallest neglect can have a huge impact later. 
 
Family of God the same can be said about our walk with God in relation to sin!   The Lord has given us a 
precious gift which is called our conscience.  And how we respond to sin when it doesn’t matter is that 
which will nurture and so train our conscience when it comes to tomorrow’s battle.  If you ignore the 
testimony of God which says, “This is wrong!” you will desensitize your conscience such that it will not 
sound an alarm when danger is present.  But if you pay close attention to the testimony of God, you will 
sharpen your conscience allowing it to sound the halting alarm when danger is near. 
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And get this, there is no neutrality. In all places and at all times we either are desensitizing our conscience, 
or sharpening it.  There is no in-between.   
 
Now brothers and sisters as we consider 1 Samuel 10 let me point out to you that the people of God 
understood the significance of what they were doing here.  Following the outline of “the ordinances of the 
kingdom” which Samuel gave to the people, this is what we read: 
 

1 Samuel 8:19-20, “Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; 
but we will have a king over us;  That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may judge 
us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.” 

 
Truly they knew that what they were doing was wrong.  The only problem is that they didn’t heed their 
conscience until it was too late.  Their conscience, informed by God’s word, said, “Pull up! Pull up!” But 
their lust said, “Shut up, Gringo!”  And though time and reflection would bring them to another conclusion 
 

1 Samuel 12:19, “And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy God, 
that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.” 

 
Nevertheless it was too late; the damage had been done; Saul was their king! 

It’s Not Too Late 
 
If you are a servant of the Lord this day do not wait until it is too late to turn from your sin. While you will 
not lose your salvation, you will reap in your body and in your relationships the cruel wages of sin.  Turn 
back to Christ this very hour.  Bow before Him and ask Him to soften your conscience to sin.   At the 
slightest discomfort, flee from sin.   
 
If you aren’t in God’s word, get into it now.  And if you are reading God’s word, keep reading, studying, 
and praying that you live by it.   For it is the Word of God which informs the conscience and so protects us 
from two extremes: the calloused conscience or the over-sensitive one.  
 
Finally, if you find that you are guilty of rebellion before God do not flee or fret.  Rather run to Christ, 
confess your sin, and know His forgiveness. 
 
And if you are not a servant of the Lord, and you are lost in your sin, waiting for you not only means 
suffering the consequences of your sin in your body and in your life, but also paying for your sins for 
eternity.  Oh before it is too late (before you die or Christ returns) bow before the Lord this day.  Confess 
your sin… your rebellion… your folly. Rely upon Christ’s sacrifice for your sin.  And then ask God to 
forgive you.  If you will but ask, God will answer and will save you to the utmost. 
 
Don’t leave here without salvation. 
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About Bethel Presbyterian Church  
 
The Bethel Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is published regularly.  
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and these notes 
can be found at   The Warning. The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian Church can be found 
out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on October 7, 2007.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church 
 

http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=101107128370
http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com/
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