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Every time we gather together as a church, we come on a day that we could call a day of 
decision. Every time we're challenged by the word of God, every time we're presented 
with the word of God, there is this decision we need to make: do we receive it and move 
on with it or do we reject it and say, "I'd rather listen to somebody or something else." 
And today we are faced with that same opportunity. In just a few moments, we're going 
to open the word of God and later in the service there will be a decision that needs to be 
made, as we walk out of this room, will we receive or will we reject. So in just a few 
moments, we're just going to pray quietly together as a church body. I'll close us and 
here's what I want to ask you to pray: pray that you will be a receiver today. Pray that you
will be one who says, "God, even if it goes against what I've heard, even if it goes against
what somebody I respect says, it's what you have said and therefore I will receive what 
you've said rather than what any other entity has communicated." I'm going to ask you to 
pray with me and then I'll close us.

Lord, this morning we acknowledge we've been on the receiving end of so much 
communication in the last few days, so much data, so much information, so many 
opinions and ideas but, Lord, we're about to open your word, we're about to hear from 
your throne room and so, God, I pray that if anything that you communicate to us today 
is contrary to or conflicts with anything we've heard in days gone by, God, I pray that 
you would have the supreme position, that you would have first place that, God, we 
would receive what you say and reject any voices or any ideas that conflict with you. 
Help us, O God, today. Help us. Give us ears and give us a heart to hear. It is in the 
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 3. As 
you turn to 1 John 3, I want to welcome those of you that are first time guests and visitors
as we continue to walk through a book of the Bible, a passage in the Bible that we have 
entitled "Authentic Christianity," dealing today in the 21st century with the same issues, 
same struggles, same battles that even the early church dealt with some 2,000 years ago. 
Today as we come to 1 John 3, we're in one of those passages. You say, "What do you 
mean one of those passages?" Well, some years ago there were some guys that got 
together, they're a lot smarter than I am, and they compiled a book entitled "The Hard 
Sayings of the Bible," and what they did is they went through and they listed all the 
stories and all the verses that really are just hard to grasp and hard to get our minds 
around and have caused people difficulty for years. Congratulations, today we come to 
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one of the top ten. This is one of the most difficult passage that Christians have had 
throughout the years reconciling in their faith understanding, and so what I want to 
encourage you to do today at the very end of the message we're going to deal with what I 
call an unnecessary confusion, but as we build toward the end of the message today, 
here's what I'm going to ask: just take a step back. You know, oftentimes we've heard the 
statements you lose the forest for the trees or the road for the windshield, we could be so 
consumed in a project, we can so be into something in our lives that we get so close to it 
that we lose the big picture. Today as we study these verses in 1 John 3, if we just isolate 
them, if we take them out of their context, they can be confusing, they can be difficult but
if we allow them to speak in the totality of 1 John, in the totality of the New Testament, 
in the totality of the entire Scripture, if we'll just take a step back, I think what we're 
going to see today is what has caused a lot of people confusion can actually be very clear 
to us today.

So 1 John 3, beginning in verse 3. It says,

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is 
pure. 4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law. 5 And you know that he [that's Jesus] was 
manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 6 Whosoever 
abideth in him sins not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither 
known him. 7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He that committeth 
sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works 
of the devil. 9 Whosoever is born of God does not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 In this 
the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever 
doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his 
brother.

Now, as we make our way toward as I've already shared with you, is what I believe an 
unnecessary confusion, particularly in verse 9, this passage begins with what I believe is 
a very clear message. In fact, when you get to verse 4, I think it very clearly gives us the 
definition of sin. What does it say? That sin is the transgression of the law. Now, as you 
do a study of sin in Scripture, there are multiple words that are used, different concepts 
and definitions. Probably the one we're most familiar with, Romans 3:23, "For all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God." It's an archery term. It was a first century 
sports term which means "to miss the mark." We're familiar with iniquity, that which is 
within us that just naturally comes out of us that is not of God. Trespassing. There's a line
that the Lord says, "Do not cross," that we often do. All of these are descriptions of sin. 
All of them are accurate. All of them express to us that we have rebelled against the 
things of God. We have chosen not to do or to say or to think on the things of God. We 
have rebelled against him but transgression, though it doesn't elaborate much on what sin 
is, it gives us a color commentary on how we've sinned. You see, transgression isn't, 
"Oops, I'm on the wrong side of the law." Transgression isn't, "Oh, I meant to hit the 
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mark and I missed it." Transgression is a knowing, willful, purposeful, slap God in the 
face, thumb your nose at him rebellion. We have purposely said, "God, you said go and 
I'm gonna stay. You said stop and I'm gonna continue. You said don't touch it and I 
wanna be all about it." You see, when it says that we have transgressed the law, the Bible 
is saying to all of us that we knowingly, purposely have said, "God, I wanna do it my 
way."

You know, I think the best at least Old Testament description of this is found in 
Deuteronomy 1. Let me give you kind of the backstory here. The Israelites, they've come 
out of 400 years of bondage and the plagues have taken place. Pharaoh has allowed them 
to leave. The Lord has hardened his heart. They go across the Red Sea and they find 
themselves on the east side of the Red Sea. The Promised Land according to 
Deuteronomy 1, the Promised Land is 11 days away so how is it that you turn an 11 day 
journey into a 40 year experience? Do you know what these individuals did? They made 
this error: they said to the man of God, Moses, and into the face of God, they said, "We 
were better off in Egypt. We would rather go back to Egypt than be in the desert with 
you." They knowingly purposely said, "God, you don't know what you're doing. I know 
how to do this better and that's what I believe we should do."

The Bible says in Deuteronomy 1:39 that there would be a generation, there would be a 
group of people who would not be allowed to go into the Promised Land. Notice what it 
says in verse 39, those who were not allowed, they knew the difference between good 
and evil. They knew what they were doing. They knew that it was wrong. Here's what is 
described, this is the definition of sin in 1 John 3:4, it says, do you want to know what sin
is? Sin is when God has made it clear what it should be and you've said, "I want to have 
nothing to do with it. I want to pave my own path." We have transgressed. We have 
purposefully willingly gone against the things of God.

But it's also a clear message in the description of who the Savior is, notice it says even in 
light of that, verse 5, we know he was manifested to take away our sin and in him is no 
sin. Jump down to verse 8 at the very last statement, for this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil. Interesting. Very clearly it says 
that even though we have knowingly, willingly, purposely gone against the things of 
God, it says in describing who Jesus is, he came to take away our sins. Now, this is one 
of those subjects, one of those issues that throughout time believer after believer and 
those who want to believe on Jesus who are struggling with what that will look like, have 
said that, "I understand that God can forgive and I believe that he's able," but can we just 
admit this morning that sometimes this struggle isn't with can God forgive me, oftentimes
the struggle is will I forgive myself, and oftentimes we say, "Well, I know he took it to 
the cross, I know his blood covered it," but what does it say here? He takes it away and 
we allow a daily, weekly, monthly, annual reminder of the sins of the past, of the 
struggles. Sometimes it's couched in words like infidelity, the facilitating of abortion. 
Things that happen in people's lives that for years there is so much difficulty dealing with
and processing forgiveness. I've got great news for you right now: even though you 
willingly, purposely said, "God, I don't want to do it your way," Psalm 103:12 says he 
takes our sin and he puts it as far away as the east is from the west.
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Now, the Meyers family has a minivan and that minivan has gone many a mile but if we 
were to take that minivan right now and we were to head due north, eventually, I know 
it's an illustration, it's not literal so don't come up to me afterwards and say, "Well, there's
no way your minivan can do that." Well, it may have a lift and 4x4 tires. You don't know 
that, but nonetheless, if we were to take it to the North Pole, once we got to the North 
Pole, eventually we would be heading south. However, if you take that van and you head 
east, at no point will you be heading west. And if you head west, at no point will you be 
heading east. And that is the illustration that Jesus was giving, that when he took that sin 
to the cross, it is no more. That's why Isaiah called it the sea of forgetfulness. Here's the 
clear message: we've willingly gone against the things of God, but we need to realize that
Jesus came to take away our sin. 

It is not more and according to verse 8, to destroy the works of the devil. Boy, the devil 
has done a work on humanity. In fact, back in Genesis 2, the Lord made it really clear, he
said that if you eat of the wrong tree, if you eat of the forbidden fruit, humanity, if you 
choose your path rather than mine, the Bible says you will surely die. Literally the Bible 
is saying you will die twice. That's why in Revelation 20 it says that those that are 
presented before the judgment who are condemned in their sins, that they experience the 
Bible calls it the second death. I've heard it said better, that if you are born once, you will 
die twice, but if you're born twice, you only have to die once.

The Lord said you will surely die and then there was the devil disputing with Adam and 
Eve. He said, "Surely you will not die." They consumed. They died a spiritual death on 
the spot but because of their spiritual death, they would one day die a physical death. 
That's why when you read Genesis 5 in the genealogy of Adam, it says, "And So-and-so 
begat So-and-so and they died." He did a work on our flesh. He did a work, why? 
Because ever since then we have been dying in the flesh. We have corruptible flesh. We 
have corroding flesh.

You know, Romans 8:1, there is this great passage that we love to hang our hat on. The 
Apostle Paul who, can we just admit is probably a better Christian than any of us will 
ever be? I mean, the Apostle Paul, no matter how much you think you love the Lord, he 
loved him more than you do. No matter how much you think you do on behalf of the 
Lord, Paul did more. The Apostle Paul in Romans 8:1 makes this statement, "For there is 
now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus." That's one of those great hang 
your hat on verses. The last time I checked in mathematics, doesn't 7 come before 8? And
in Romans 7, here's what the Apostle Paul says, he says, "The things I want to do, I don't 
do and the things I don't want to do, I keep doing them." And he says, "I'm wrapped up in
this stuff called flesh." And in Romans 7:24, listen what the Apostle Paul says, he says, 
"It is no longer I that am doing it, but the flesh in me." 

That's why you need a new body one day. Have you ever thought about that for a 
moment? The day you got saved according to Ephesians 2, you went from being 
possessed by the spirit of disobedience to the Spirit of God. Your soul went from being 
destined to a place the Bible calls hell to destined to a place the Bible calls heaven, but 
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according to 1 Corinthians 15:50, flesh and blood will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
You need a new body one day. You need new flesh one day. Why? Because the devil did 
a work on our flesh. He's still doing a work on our flesh. And according to 1 John 3:8, 
Jesus came to destroy the work of the devil.

Notice Jesus said, "Why do you fear him who is able to destroy the body? You need to 
fear him who determines where your soul spends eternity." The devil has done a work but
it says he has been manifested to destroy the work of the devil. It's a clear message. We 
have willingly gone against the things of God. He, Jesus Christ, when we call upon him, 
takes our sin, takes it as far as the east is from the west, and ultimately finally one day 
will destroy the work of the devil. Why? Because being saved, being born again, we will 
receive what 1 Corinthians 15 calls a new incorruptible immortal body. 

But in light of that clear message, there is a challenge that is given to us. Notice in verse 
7 it says, "Little children, let no man deceive you." The challenge is that the message that 
I just communicated to you is the minority position in the world today. In fact, the world 
would argue with what was just stated and it's frightening to say but there are a lot of 
folks in church, there are pastors that would argue with what 1 John 3:4 just clearly said. 
In fact, it says here, "Little children," the term used in 1 John for general believers, "do 
not be deceived."

You know, Matthew 24, Jesus was just a few days from his crucifixion. He takes the 
apostles up on what we know as the Mount of Olives and over the course of discussion, 
Peter, James and John, the one who the Apostle Paul said in Galatians 2 are the three 
pillars. He takes them up to the top of that mountain and they begin to have an 
eschatalogical conversation. You say, "What does that mean?" They're talking about how 
the world is going to end. That's what it means. And Jesus begins to tell them things 
about the temple and he says things about the fact that one day the prophet Daniel was 
right, there is going to be an abomination of desolation; he talks about all these things 
about the fig tree and it blooming; being the last generation. All of this language but 
what's interesting is here's how Jesus begins that message. Verse 4 of Matthew 24, "Let 
no man deceive you, for many will come in my name claiming they are me, but ignore 
them." Jesus knew that we are susceptible to deception. He knew that it's easier to listen 
to the majority opinion than the minority truth. 

He knew that. In fact, one of the most vivid stories that illustrates this is found in 1 Kings
18. Now, it's about a man by the name of Elijah and I'm sure many of you are familiar 
with him. He's one of two men in the Old Testament who all of a sudden didn't 
experience a physical death. Enoch in Genesis 5, it says he walked with the Lord and he 
was not. Elijah is taken up into the whirlwind. But this prophet of God who said that it 
would not rain for 3 ½ years and it didn't, said it would rain and it started up again, this 
man who the Lord used to do many miracles including the raising of the dead, this man 
finds himself in 1 Kings 18 in the exact same position.

It's the Mount of Carmel and the Baal prophets and the Baal priests have gathered. There 
were 900 false prophets, 450 that were dedicated to Baal, 450 that were dedicated to 
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Ashteroth, the female and the male version of what we know as Baal worship. They were 
not there by accident. Oh no, in fact, in those days there was a king by the name of Ahab, 
one of the worst kings that Israel had had, and he had a wife whose name we never name 
our daughters after, her name was Jezebel. Ahab and Jezebel and their false worship, 
their false culture, everything against the things of God. We know the story well. Elijah 
challenges them, "Whose God will answer? We'll call down fire from heaven." Do you 
know what the Baal worshipers did? They cut themselves, they screamed, they hollered, 
they yelled. They did all kinds of wild things to no avail. Elijah said, "Pour water on it. 
Douse it and it'll still light up," and which it did. 

We know it as a great story of victory but let me share with you that story in light of 1 
John 3:7, "Little children, let no man deceive you." Who possessed the majority position 
in 1 Kings 18? The Baal worshipers. Who was in political control? The Baal worshipers. 
Who had the media wrapped around their little fingers? The majority position. But who 
had the truth? One man. And maybe you feel this morning like you're all alone. You say, 
"I'm the only one. I'm the only one at work. I'm the only one at school." Don't be 
deceived. Don't be deceived because later in that passage, God comes to Elijah who is 
crying underneath a tree and he says there are 7,000 other people who have not bowed 
the knee to Baal, just like you. How are we deceived? We see the numbers, we see the 
data, we see the statistics, and we forget that if it's just you and God, you're technically in 
the majority position as Elijah was.

It says, "Little children, don't be deceived. That which is of the devil is of the devil. That 
which is of God is of God." And if there's one thing that we need to be challenged with 
today, not only that we need to not be deceived, we need to practice discernment. Now, 
this may be the most underutilized spiritual aspect of 21st century Christianity. Let me tell
you what discernment is. We're going to get to this more specifically when we get to 
chapter 4 of 1 John. It says the ability to test the spirits. Is it of God or is it of man? You 
see, 1 Kings 18 was all about deception. I mean, Elijah knew it was false worship, Elijah 
knew that it wasn't the things of God but here we take it a step up and say, "Well, 
sometimes it looks like the things of God, acts like the things of God, but it's not the 
things of God."

Some years ago I had a friend of mine and we had this conversation. We had a 
discussion, it was not pleasant because we were at odds over something. He had gone to a
large religious gathering. There had been a very public figure that was the center point of 
that gathering and he shared with me about how wonderful it was because at one point 
this figure placed his hand over the audience and thousands of people fell out right there 
in the middle of the arena. He was telling me about how rich and thick and how 
incredible the Spirit of God was and I said, "Let me ask you a question." I said, "When do
you ever see that happen in Scripture? I mean, when?" And he said, "Well, you remember
the night before Jesus was crucified?" I said, "Yes, they were coming to kill him, not 
worshiping. And by the way, that wasn't some guy who was a preacher, that was Jesus 
who said, 'I am who I am' and they fell down and they got back up and crucified him." I 
said, "Find anywhere else in Scripture," and he got frustrated. Here's what he said to me, 
"I don't care what you say, only God can do that. Only God." I said, "Oh really? Because 
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last time I checked in 2 Thessalonians 2, there's a guy that's going to show up one day 
called the antichrist who does lying signs and wonders. He will mesmerize the masses." 
And one of the things that we need to grasp is we need to get discernment in our lives 
because just because you paint a coat of God on it doesn't mean it's of God, and just 
because you have an umbrella with a cross on it, doesn't mean it's of Jesus.

You know, in 1 Samuel 15, there is a story about a man by the name of Saul. Saul was 
the first of the monarchs. There was Saul, then David and Solomon, the kings of Israel. 
Now, if you want to get a good picture of what 1 Samuel 15 looked like, just look up here
and pay attention to me because I think I'm a great picture. The Bible said that when he 
was in a crowd, Saul stood head and shoulders above everyone else. If you want to know 
what he looked like, just look right up here, head and shoulders. Saul was the first king. 
Samuel had anointed him. Samuel, the prophet, the priest had told Saul, he said, "You're 
going to go to battle today. You're going to win. And when you win, don't take the spoils 
of this but of the spoils of this, I want you to bring back and we're going to sacrifice, 
we're going to honor, we're going to recognize the God who gave you victory." Saul went
out. The victory was won. They came back. Here was the problem: Samuel wasn't there 
yet. He had not arrived on the scene. It's a great picture to us that God is never early but 
he's never late, right? So what did Saul do? Saul took it upon himself, he said, "Do you 
know what? I'm not a priest and I'm not a prophet but we've got to get these animals 
slaughtered. I'm going to do the sacrifice." And he discerned that it was better to offer a 
bad sacrifice than no sacrifice. And Samuel shows up and it's a very famous statement in 
Scripture, this prophet of God says, "Why do I hear the bleating in my ears?" In other 
words, "Why are these animals already been through the process of the sacrifice? I 
haven't shown up yet." He says, "Saul, what are you doing?" He says, "Well, somebody 
had to do it. Somebody had to take care of this." He said, "This was not for you." And in 
verse 23, Samuel the prophet of God makes this statement to Saul, he says that rebellion 
to God is as the sin of witchcraft. Now, none of us would advocate witchcraft. None of us
would advocate any of that religious demeanor but according to that passage of Scripture,
we need to be discerning that to rebel against God is no different than witchcraft. How 
easily we get trapped into this understanding of saying, "Well, it looks like what we 
should do, let's just go ahead and do it." Or it kind of has the semblance thereof, "What's 
it going to hurt? At least it will appear to be right." Well, according to 1 Samuel 15, the 
appearance of right is still wrong and that's a challenge. "Little children, do not be 
deceived. If it's of God, it's of  God. If it's of the devil, it's of the devil and you need to 
pay attention to see what's happening around you." 

A clear message, a challenge of how to walk in 21st century authentic Christianity and 
then there is what I call this needless confusion. Verse 9, this is a verse of Scripture that 
has derailed the thoughts and the face of many a people. Why? Because it simply says, 
"Whosoever is born of God does not commit sin; for his seed remains in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God." And the needless confusion arises because we 
read that verse and we realize we messed up. There have been times in our life we have 
not used discernment. There have been times in our life where we have been deceived 
just like Adam and Eve. There have been times in our life where we have fallen. We read 
that verse and there is confusion that settles in but let me bring clarity to the confusion 
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because I think there is what we call an apparent discrepancy, an apparent discrepancy is 
something that looks like we have an error but we really do not.

Allow me to elaborate. Go back one page to the left to 1 John 1:8. It says, "If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us." So 1 John 1:8 says, 
"Don't be a fool, you've all sinned." 1 John 3:9 says, "If you're born of God, you don't 
sin." So what is it, preacher? What's the answer here? And it appears that we have a 
discrepancy but allow me to bring some clarity to it. We need to discern and not be 
deceived that there is a difference between sanctification and justification. 

Now, let me unpack those theological words. 1 Corinthians 6, beginning in verse 9 
through 11 says that when we got saved, when we believed on Jesus Christ, we were 
washed, we were sanctified, we were justified. We were washed, regenerated, born again.
That's that moment of salvation and forgiveness.

Sanctification: the process of holiness, and can we just testify it's a painful painful 
experience. Sanctification is that ideology, it is that term in Scripture where it is as if the 
Lord has given a brand-new creation, 2 Corinthians 5:17, a solid block of marble and he 
begins to chisel out what doesn't need to be there. That's why Ephesians 2:10 says we are 
his workmanship, we are his craftsmanship, that he is making us into a masterpiece. You 
see, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. Every one of us has something that 
needs to be chipped off. Every one of us has something that need not be there. Every one 
of us has something that is out of place and sanctification is that process by which he 
shows us those things and we do what verse 9 of 1 John 1 says, we confess it and he 
forgives us. Chip, he takes a piece of. Justification. Justification is that word that means 
that at the time where we face our Creator face-to-face, we are declared innocent. That's 
why the book of Jude says that one day at that event, we will be declared faultless. 

Let me share with you the difference between sanctification and justification. 
Sanctification is we fall but we get up. Justification is that event that one day in the future
I'm going to stand, I'm just going to use it from Jeff's perspective, I'm going to stand face-
to-face with God one day according to Hebrews 9:27, we're all going to die and face the 
judgment. I'm going to be there. And do you know what deserves to happen? The gavel 
of God deserves to drop on me. Condemnation is deserved. Hell is deserved. An eternity 
apart from him, it's all deserved. Justification, the picture that we get is just as about that 
gavel is about to drop, Jesus steps in. Now, let me give you a picture. Genesis 22 
foreshadowed this. You remember when Abram takes Isaac up on the mount to sacrifice 
him and right as he's about to drop the knife, God goes, "Stop!" Wouldn't you have 
stopped? He said, "Phew, there has been a ram that has been provided." When that gavel 
of God is about to drop on Jeff Meyers for all of eternity, the picture of justification is 
that Jesus steps in between and says, "Stop!" And do you know what? When the Lord, 
when the Father is looking at me and he has to look through Jesus, he doesn't see me, he 
sees him. So when it says those that have been born of him, they do no sin, there is a big 
difference between falling and getting up; there's a big difference between sanctification 
and one day being presented faultless before the Father because of what he has done for 
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us. There is this apparent discrepancy that is not one at all. Why? Because one is a 
process and one is a future truth and hope.

But there is one last thing. There is an important division that we need to realize. 1 
Thessalonians 5:23 is a verse of scripture I pray over my children all the time. Hopefully 
you'll take this encouragement and pray over your family. The Apostle Paul uses this 
phrase, he says, "I pray that your whole spirit, your whole soul and your whole body will 
be preserved unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." Now let's break that down for 
just a minute and then we'll close. 

Our spirit, according to Ephesians 2, I had the spirit of disobedience in me that has now 
been replaced by the Spirit of God. 1 Corinthians 6:19 and 20 says that I am now the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. I possess a soul, you possess a soul that is now, because of the 
Spirit of God, destined toward a place the Bible calls heaven that Jesus said in John 14:2, 
"If it were not so, I would not tell this to you," rather than a place the Bible calls hell. 
Here's the problem: you and I both are a saved soul and spirit wrapped in nasty flesh. 
That's why the Apostle Paul in Galatians 2:20 says, "I am crucified with Christ." That this
stuff on the outside is in the process of dying but that which is on the inside will never 
fade away.

Now, if you have the ability this morning, I want to encourage you, turn to Colossians 
2:11. I want to show you a verse of Scripture that oftentimes just gets passed over, maybe
one of the most theologically profound verses in all of the Bible. Colossians 2:11 uses the
illustration of circumcision. Now, I want you to think back in the Old Testament with me.
Moses, Abram, all these guys were called to circumcise. Circumcision from the 
perspective of humanity is simply the cutting of flesh. What did it mean to God? It was a 
sign. It was a sign that he was their God and they were his people. It was so much more 
than just the cutting of the flesh, it was a sign, it was a signal of a relationship with God. 
Colossians 2:11, it says, "Do you not know that you have been circumcised?" Now, this 
is talking to Gentile believers in Jesus Christ. The physical part has no illustration here 
because many of them, that had not been a part of their lives. So we're not talking 
physical stuff, we're talking spiritual here. It says, "you have been circumcised without 
physical hands." In other words, it's spiritual. "In the putting off of the sins of the flesh," 
the putting off of the sins of the body. And the division that we need to make today that is
so important to understand is that as a believer in Jesus Christ, there is no excuse for, 
there is no condoning of sin. In fact, Romans 6 says, "Shall we continue in sin that grace 
may abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin continue any longer?" In 
other words, there is no excuse to sin. There is no justification for sin. But according to 
Colossians 2:11, as a believer when sin happens, our flesh is corroded, our flesh grass,  
that's why we need a new one. It has been separated, it has been cut off.

Earlier I quoted for you Romans 8:1, "There is now no condemnation to those of us who 
are in Christ Jesus," but I purposely left out the second half of that verse, "who now walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the spirit." You see, here is the division that 
clears up the confusion: do we make a decision for the Spirit of God or flesh that is 
corroding? Do we make a decision to listen to the God who has saved us and eternally be 
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with us, or flesh that in just few years is going to wear out? You see, Colossians 2:11 says
your flesh has been cut off. The body of sin has been cut off. That's why one day you're 
getting a new body. The Bible never says you're getting a new soul. The Bible says you're
never getting a new spirit. Why? Because that's been taken care of. But you're going to 
get a new body because this stuff messes us up. When it says there in 1 John 3 that in him
is no sin and whoever abides in him does not sin, you understand that this flesh is one day
going to fall to the ground and it's going to corrode and it's going to go away but our soul 
and our spirit will forever, according to the word of God, be with and be celebrating with 
him. We have a decision to make: do we continue to serve the things of the flesh or will 
we yield ourselves to the things of the Spirit?

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed as we come to our time of 
invitation. Maybe that person seated here today, maybe this is your first time to ever be in
an environment like this. Maybe you're here for the 10,000th time. It doesn't matter what 
number it is in between but maybe you're here this morning and maybe for the first time 
the lightbulb went off. Maybe for the first time it clicked and you said, "I get it. I get it. 
I'm the problem and Jesus is the answer." I've got great news for you. Just with your 
heads bowed and your eyes closed, everything can be changed. You can become a new 
creation. You can be forgiven today.

You say, "Pastor, how do I do it?" You don't have to jump through hoops. You don't have
to take a bunch of classes. You just need to have one very serious conversation with God 
and it will change everything. Here's how that conversation goes. You don't have to say it
out loud, you don't have to use the same words I would say but maybe the conversation 
goes a little something like this, "God, I just want to admit today something you have 
known about me my whole life, I'm not perfect. I have messed up. I've transgressed. God,
you know it and so do I. There have been times in my life that I wanted to and willingly 
did what I wanted to and not what you wanted me to do. But God, I believe today that 
you love me so much that you sent the solution to my sin, you sent Jesus Christ to live for
me, to die for me, and to be raised from the dead so that I could be saved and could be 
born again. God, I want to be absolutely honest with you today, I don't have all the 
answers but I know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem and so I'm asking you to 
save me. I'm asking you to forgive me. And God, the best way I know how, I just want to
turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that individual this 
morning, in just a moment, I'm going to pray over us, our worship team is going to be up 
here and we're going to stand and sing and you have the opportunity to step out and step 
forward and make that public, make that decision, share with us. We'd love to pray with 
you and celebrate with you. Or maybe just maybe that's a decision that has happened a 
long time ago in life, maybe years ago, decades ago. Maybe you've never followed in 
believers' baptism. Maybe you're here today saying, "Man, I need to join this great 
church. This is where my family needs to be plugged in." Or maybe you just need to pray
with somebody. Maybe you've got questions. We want you to know that this is an 
invitation. This is an opportunity for whatever the Lord has done in our hearts to follow 
up with our feet.
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Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, thank you, thank you for second chances. 
God, thank you. I know there was somebody here today who thought they had run out of 
chances and you showed them they have another one. So God, I pray that we would take 
advantage of this opportunity, that we would make that decision we know we need to 
make. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.
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