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Message: The Outcome of the Conflict, Part 2
Text:         Revelation  14:6-20

Introduction

  A.  Residents of South Carolina received numerous warnings of the dangers of hurricane
Matthew this weekend.  Some heeded the warnings, but others did not.  Why?
1.  Authorities giving the warnings cannot know for certain what will happen.
2.  Odds are most people will survive regardless.
3.  If I get into trouble, I can call first responders to rescue me.

  B.  In Revelation 14 the world is being given a warning by no ordinary authority, but by the One
to whom God has given all authority in heaven and on earth - God’s divine Son, Jesus
Christ, who both knows all things and is in control of all things.  It is urgent that we listen
to His warning, for there be no rescue and no survivors among those who do not evacuate
the kingdom of this world without ever returning to it.

I.  Christ is presently warning the whole world of the coming storm of God’s final
judgment upon the whole earth.

  A.  14:6,7  Every nation, tribe, language, and people are presently being warned of God’s
coming hour of  judgment upon all the peoples of the earth.

Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to
preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and
people; 7 and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the
hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and
sea and springs of waters."

  B.  14:8  Flee, evacuate, abandon forever the kingdom of this world.

Revelation 14:8  And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of
her immorality." 

      1.  As we noted last week, Babylon, which oppressed God’s people in the days of
Nebuchadnezzar, has become in John’s day a symbol for Rome, the capitol city of the
empire, and today symbolizes the capitol cities of the kingdom of this world.

   1 Peter 5:13   She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and
so does my son, Mark. 

      2.  Her fate is so certain it is spoken of as if already accomplished.



      3.  The response Christ calls for implicitly here is spelled out explicitly in chapter 18.

Revelation 18:2   And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every
unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.  "For all the nations have 3

drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have
committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich
by the wealth of her sensuality."  I heard another voice from heaven, saying, "Come out 4

of her, my people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her
plagues;  for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her 5

iniquities.  "Pay her back even as she has paid, and give back to her double according to 6

her deeds; in the cup which she has mixed, mix twice as much for her. 

  C.  14:9-11 Those who submit to the beast, the kingdom of this world, will suffer the
irreversible, eternal fury of God’s wrath.  There will be no remedy or relenting provided
by Christ.

Revelation 14:9  Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud
voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his
forehead or on his hand,  he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 10

is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11

"And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and
night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his
name." 

II.  14:14-20  Christ will return to fully and finally defeat and destroy the kingdom of this
world.

    
  A.  Two parallel visions of Christ’s Second Coming to judge the unbelieving world end this

third cycle of visions.  The key to understanding they are both picturing the same event is
found in the dual imagery of the sickle/harvest and wine press in the judgment text from
Joel to which these visions allude.

Joel 3:13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full;
The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.

Revelation 14:14  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was
one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.

 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat15

on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the
harvest of the earth is ripe."  Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the 16

earth, and the earth was reaped. 

      1.  This is a judgment administered by Christ on behalf of the Father.  The vision is either of 



Christ or of an angelic representative of Christ.

Revelation 14:14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was
one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His
hand.

a.  one “like a son of man” is the exact phrase in 1:13 describing Christ

Revelation 1:13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man,
clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden
sash.

b.  “on the cloud” appears to be a reference to Daniel 7:13,14 and Revelation 1:7

Daniel 7:13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of
heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of
Days And was presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, glory
and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away;
And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.

Revelation 1:7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every
eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will
mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.

      2.  Notice the authorization to judge the world comes from the temple of God.

Revelation 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud
voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has
come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe."

      3.  Corroborating texts on Christ judging the world on behalf of the Father ...

John 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the
Son, 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father.

Acts 17:31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in
righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all
men by raising Him from the dead."

Romans 2:16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of
men through Christ Jesus.

  B.  The second parallel vision of Christ’s Second Coming again draws from the judgment
imagery from Joel 3:13.



Joel 3:13  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is
full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. 

Revelation 14:17   And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he
also had a sharp sickle.  Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out 18

from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying,
"Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her
grapes are ripe."  So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters 19

from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of
God.  And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the 20

wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles (1600 stadia). 

      1.  The clusters of the earth represent all who belong to the unbelieving world, for all such
ones will be thrown into the wine press of God’s wrath.  There will be no survivors
among unbelievers.  The expression “up to the horses bridles” (as high as a horses bridle;
as high as the sky) indicates, along with 1600 stadia (40 x 40?)  a complete destruction of
the entire world in every direction.  1600 stadia (184 miles): staduim- Greek/Roman
measurement = 607 ft (185 m) 

      2.  Similar imagery of Christ’s judgment of the world at His Second Coming is found in
chapter 19.

Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat
on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. ...  15
From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations,
and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce
wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name
written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

      2.  At Christ’s return there will be no first responders to call upon to save us, for those who
refused to call upon the first and only Responder who can save us from our sins - Jesus
Christ.

Proverbs 29:1   A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will suddenly be
broken beyond remedy. 

Acts 4:12   "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under
heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved." 

      3.  The fact that Jesus gave John two parallel visions to end this cycle of visions underscores
the certainty and urgency of  the warning, even as the two parallel dreams God gave to
Pharaoh, interpreted by Joseph, warning of a coming famine, indicated the certainty and
urgency required for what was coming.

Genesis 41:25   Now Joseph said to Pharaoh, "Pharaoh's dreams are one and the same;



God has told to Pharaoh what He is about to do. ...  "Now as for the repeating of the 32

dream to Pharaoh twice, it means that the matter is determined by God, and God
will quickly bring it about.

Revelation 22:12   "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render
to every man according to what he has done. 

III.  14:16-20   Christ will return to bring full and final victory to Himself and His people.

  A.  The destruction of the unbelieving world, the devil, and the last enemy - death, brings full
and final victory to Christ and His church for which He died - believers from every age. 
He spoke a parable with similar harvest imagery and implications to indicate this.  

Matthew 13:37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38 and
the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the
tares are the sons of the evil one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the
harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40 "So just as the tares are
gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 "The Son of Man
will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling
blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of
fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 "Then THE
RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.

  B.  This worldwide judgment at Christ’s Second Coming where God’s wrath comes with
finality and His people share in His victory has already been pictured in each of the
previous 2 cycles of visions. 

Revelation 6:12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake;
and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like
blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when
shaken by a great wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and
every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  15 Then the kings of the earth
and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave
and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and
they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of
Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of
their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever." 16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on



their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, "We give You
thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your
great power and have begun to reign. 18 "And the nations were enraged, and Your
wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward
Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the
small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth."

IV.  Application: How will the wise who listen to Christ’s warnings respond?

  A.  Come out of Babylon, renounce being owned, influenced, conformed to the kingdom of this
world.

Revelation 14:8 ...  "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the
nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality." 

Revelation 18:2 ... "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! ...  ... "Come out of her, my4

people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues; 

  B.  Keep faith in Jesus, waiting for God’s Son from heaven as the one who delivers us from
God’s wrath.

Revelation 14:12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments
of God and their faith in Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write,
'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."

1 Thessalonians 1:9   ... you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10

and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus,
who rescues us from the wrath to come. 

  C.  Fear, worship, give glory to the only true God - Father, Son, and Spirit, the Creator of all
things.

Revelation 14:7   ...  "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment
has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of
waters." 

Conclusion:   Many who did not heed the warnings by authorities concerning hurricane Matthew
nonetheless survived.  It won’t be so for those who ignore the warnings of the Christ to whom all
authority has been given in heaven and earth.  He is the One who has responded to our sin, who
alone can deliver us from the wrath to come.  Entrust your present life and your soul’s eternal
safety into His lordship and leading.
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