
The Temple of His body!
John 2:12-25 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, 

and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they 

continued there not many days. 13 And the Jews’ 

passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and 

sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 15 And 

when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them 

all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and 

poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; 16 

And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; 

make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise. 

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal 

of thine house hath eaten me up. 

18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 

shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 

things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20 Then said 

the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and 

wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21 But he spake of the 

temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was risen from the 
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dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto 

them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which 

Jesus had said. 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when 

they saw the miracles which he did. 24 But Jesus did not 

commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 25 And 

needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew 

what was in man. 

• Though Jesus had reminded His mother that it wasn’t His 

time He still goes home with her, His brothers, and His 

disciples

• Interesting to note that He has brothers especially if you 

have been taught to think that Mary never had other children

• Jesus passionately shows up at the temple and turns over 

the tables and makes it clear that they are not treating God’s 

house correctly

1. They are celebrating the Jewish Passover 13 And the Jews’ 

passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem,

                                                   ! The Temple of His body! John, Vision Baptist Church, October 9, 2011                                           ! 2 of 9



a. The death of the firstborn in Egypt but saved by the 

substitution of a lamb Exodus 12:21-27 Then Moses 

called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 

Draw out and take you a lamb according to your 

families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye shall take a 

bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the 

bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with 

the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go 

out at the door of his house until the morning. 23 For the 

Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when 

he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side 

posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not 

suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to 

smite you. 24 And ye shall observe this thing for an 

ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever. 25 And it shall 

come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the 

Lord will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye 

shall keep this service. 26 And it shall come to pass, 

when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye 

by this service? 27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of 

the Lord’s passover, who passed over the houses of the 

children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, 
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and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head 

and worshipped. 

b. A great lesson in salvation by a substitute

c. Someone had to die and the lamb took the place of the 

one who had to die

d. It was the blood on the doorpost that showed their faith

e. They were to teach their children the great salvation of 

the lamb

f. Do you understand that your salvation was bought and 

paid for by a substitute

g. That means it was not and is not you but Him

h. Do you teach your children the great truths of God’s Word 

and what He is doing in this world

2. The meaning and purpose was replace by ritual and greed 

14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and 

sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 15 

And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove 

them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; 

and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the 

tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these 
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things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of 

merchandise.

a. Those who traveled so far were allowed to purchase a 

lamb or other sacrifice as their substitute instead of 

bringing it from home

b. Little by little religion began to see it as good business

c. Instead of the temple being a place of worship it had 

become a place of business

d. You will destroy your faith and that of your children when 

you forget to worship when you come

e. You can never let serving God, studying His Word become 

simply something you do because

f. You must be careful to never get so used to what God is 

doing that you take it for granted or lightly

3. The people showed no respect for God’s great sacrifice and 

salvation  17 And his disciples remembered that it was 

written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

a. Jesus was passionate about the temple being His Father’s 

house not theirs

b. He shows great passion in calling them to consider what 

they are doing
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c. He knows that it is their complacency and lack of respect 

that has destroyed the meaning and truth in the 

substitution of the sacrifice for them

d. He is about to be their sacrifice and knows they could 

care less

e. God, His Temple, and His worship was no small matter to 

Jesus

f. It was enough to get angry over. It was enough to call on 

people to quit playing games

4. Jesus purpose in cleansing the temple was to emphasize 

that He is the temple and He would be sacrificed for them

a. Why are you doing this? 18 Then answered the Jews and 

said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing 

that thou doest these things? 

b. Jesus cleansed the temple to get out His message 19 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

i. They didn't understand because they thought He was 

talking about the physical temple 20 Then said the 

Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, 

and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 
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ii. But He was speaking of His own body and the sacrifice 

He was about to make 21 But he spake of the temple of 

his body. 

iii. Jesus was saying-you will kill me but I will come back, 

be resurrected 

iv. Even the disciples don't get this until it is all over 22 

When therefore he was risen from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this unto 

them; and they believed the scripture, and the word 

which Jesus had said. 

1. They remembered after He arose

2. They believed the Scripture and what He had said

v. He is manifesting His glory. 23 Now when he was in 

Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many 

believed in his name, when they saw the miracles 

which he did. 

1. People are believing because they are seeing that He 

is no ordinary man

2. He has made the water into wine

3. He has boldly declared that He is the temple and 

should be worshiped properly
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c. When Jesus cleansed the temple it wasn’t simply the act 

of crazed man but God in the flesh calling attention to the 

truth of His sacrifice

5. It must be true faith to be saved 24 But Jesus did not 

commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 25 

And needed not that any should testify of man: for he 

knew what was in man. 

a. Though they believed Jesus did not commit Himself to 

them

i. Commit is the same word as believe

ii. In essence it is saying that they believed in Him but He 

did not believe in them

iii. Theirs was a superficial faith based on a miracle

b. He knew what was in them

i. They could not fake it with Jesus

ii. He knew their hearts

iii. He had seen Nathanael and knew that He was sincere, 

here He sees them and their fake, false faith and says, I 

know what is in you and I will not commit to you

c. Jesus is not who He is because of men’s testimony or 

because men believe in Him, He is! 25 And needed not 
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that any should testify of man: for he knew what was 

in man. 

i. He didn't need their affirmation

ii. He didn't need them to believe in Him to know who He 

was

iii. He is God in human flesh-you choose to believe or not

iv. He knows if you are real or not

d. Is your faith real? Can it stand the scrutiny of His 

judgment? Would He know that you really believe and are 

really committed to Him? Would He know that you are 

faking it and not really believing?
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